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Glassboro Fire Department. Company # 1 
bv George Armstrong 

The Glassboro Fire Department has a long 
and rich history. Much has been written about it. 

Everett S. Buck, a local historian and volun
teer firefighter wrote, "On September 29, 1894, 
Glassboro's first known fire company was orga-
lized and given the name of Glassboro Hose and 
Ladder Company. It 
is known that a 
fire house was 
built on the south 
side of East High 
Street between 
Academy and 
Main Streets by a 
local contractor, 
Charles C. Ware, 
for $412.00. The 
first piece of fire 
fighting equip-
ment, a ladder 
wagon, was re
ceived in 1895. 

Following the 
great Whitney F ac
tory fire of October 
1895, a meeting was held and the first fire de
partment officers were elected. In 1897, there 
were thirty-three members. A fire bell was pur
~hased (to alert members of a fire) and installed 
,n 1898. After the 1910 fire house was built, the 
bell was given to the Board of Education for use 
in the Academy Street School tower. In 1975, the 

Page 1 

tower was damaged by fire and the bell was re
moved and is displayed in the present fire 
house," 

Mr. Buck continues, "In 1910, ground was 
purchased from Whitney Brothers on which a 
new fire station was built on West High Street be-

tween Main and 
Poplar Streets. The 
building was dedi
cated on Thanks
giving Day 1910. It 
was constructed by 
Frank C, Ware, son 
of Charles C. 
Ware. Over the 
years, a kitchen 
and workshop were 
added. In 1954, a 
bay was built on 
the west side to 
accommodate the 
ladder truck. In 
1980, the new fire 
station, at the cor-

ner of East High and 
Academy Streets, was completed and occupied. 
The dedication was held in June, 1981 (with 
many fire departments attending)." 

The Constitution, a Woodbury newspaper, 
stated on Wednesday, November 30, 1910, 
"Glassboro was in gala attire on Thursday. It "Yas 
Firemen's Day on the occasion of the dedication 

... continued on P 
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THE PRES SEZ ... 

ANTIQ,UE RECIPES 

Readers, upon occasion, have asked me to add a section in the G3 newsletter for recipes. My an
swer has been that they are not historical. Well, how wrong can a person be? A short time ago, I 
came across my treasured Grandmother's two hand written recipe books. Looking through the ex
tremely frail pages I found, written in my Grandmother's hand, a recipe for making "A Good Soap." 

..... '?\~oodS()apRecip~" 
·Mr~. qrara Scott (1895"""1978) 

l.TakeSibs of grease and melt: 
2. Not hot but so it runs. 
3. Put intbthe grease 1 can oflye (Saponifier) and stir. 
··~<Add 3quarts of cold·water stir a.ll·together slowly fora bout 

'ii -· tl~ f\owr .• ~.r.~ntil itb~.~i~~,Jo.~.~t thick;" > .. ··• .. . • •• / .•·····.· '·•. . .. · •.·· ..... · ..• 

:~; •.• :.·· S.le-fset u?~l ~~)(trnorning;·t"urn bucket over for so~pto drop out on a board 
and cut into bars. 

6: lfyouput 2 tablespoons6fpowdered borax into soap. mixture the soap will 
be nice andwhite. 

For those of you who do not plan to make soap, but would like something sweet, my Grandmother 
had also written down recipes from her mother. 
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"Mom's Recip~s, from our old cooKbook" 
Mrs. Ellsel Ackmann (1861-1946) 

Custard: 

Cake: 

1 cup grated chocolate 
1/2 cup of milk 
1 cup brown sugar 
1 egg yolk 
1 tsp vanilla 
Stir all together and cookslowly. Set to cool. 

1 cup brown sugar 
1/2 cup butter 
2·.cups .. flour.sifted 
.2egg yolks 
2 egg whites beaten until stiff 
1/2 cup milk 



reater 
~ ... 41-t.\J\JJ.Joro Group 

Glassboro Fire Department. ... continuedfrom Page 1 

of the handsome new fire house. The town was prettily decorated and hundreds of 
visitors were present from nearby towns. The parade formed at the public fountain 
(intersection of Academy, New & State Streets) at 2 o'clock with Honorable S.H. 
Stanger as Chief Marshall, and T.C. Allen, L.W. Sickler and J.T. Abbott as aides." 

There have been many dangerous and costly fires in Glassboro History: the 
Whitney Factory fire (1895), the Auditorium on North Academy (January 1917), 
the Academy Street School (1917), the Repp's Orchard Products Company on 
South Delsea Drive ( 1931) and the Junior Mechanics Hall at High and Main 
Streets (December 31, 1944) -the former Whitney Store built in 1896. Four 
Glassboro fire fighters were trapped when the second floor collapsed. They es
caped with minor injuries by crawling through a transom over a first floor door. I 
was eight years old and watched the fire from across the street while sitting on 
my father's shoulders. In the 1960's, the North Delsea Drive Glassboro Auction 
building burned. Bob Connors, the fire department photographer, was filming 
the fire when an oil tank ruptured, flipping his tripod-held camera into the air, 
thus filming the moon. Also, in the 1960's, when the Goldman Basket Factory, 

located on Ellis Street near Sewell Street, burned, the fire department was in service 
for 27 hours as the buildings, vehicles and basket materials burned. Many Glassboro family mem
bers and, in some cases, generations served as fire fighters-among those family ... continued on Page 7 

Glassboro West Jersey Train Station Museum Progress 
by Rich Drobil 

We are developing a museum at the restored Glassboro West Jersey Train Station· to display rail
road related artifacts that have played a role in the railroad history of our town and in Southern New 
Jersey. 

The Historic Preservation Commission, in partnership with Greater Glassboro Group is now 
focusing on landscaping, the reinstallation of the original wood wainscoting, door and window trim 
and making the interior doorways handicap accessible. We are also working towards an endeavor 

... continued on Page 4 
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The Pres Sez .. continuedfrom Page 2 

In the 1960's, I remember my grandmother 
had a Sunbeam Mixmaster mixer. However, I do 
not remember that either my Grandmother or 
Great Aunt Hilda ever used it to bake a cake. It 
was all done by hand. My Grandmother's cup
board flour bin automatically sifted the flour 
when it was to be used. Then, my Grandmother 
would sift it again. 

Beat a/J hJte of eg ~ add tnilk 
Part L together th gs beaten and , add sifted 
s . astJy ad en Stir in t Stiff. 

Baking was done in a wood or a coal 
fire stove and therefore, no baking time or tem
perature were listed. When I try these recipes, 
I look for an equivalent in the "Joy Of Cook
ing" cook book. I suggest you try preheating 
your oven at 350 degrees. Bake in greased 
cake pans for about 25 minutes. Turn out when 
cool. 

olved in little wd 1 tsp bakin he custard 
arrn Wat g soda d. er Is-

Boil 3/4 cu ·.· · ... · ·. Fluffy W . ~ 
g~ther~ lit!· P sugar and l'hltelcing 
in h ···.··... . Jthout. . . '4 cup 

c thread···· .··. Stirring ·.·Water t or r2· · · ~ Until . · · o-
over Stiff/ . ·. . 40-242 tnJxture . 

Y beaten Wh. degrees) P .. spm. s an 8 
Jtes of · Q(Jr h 

. 2 eggs. . \ .. < ot syrup 

I hope you enjoy the cake and icing recipes. If you do try to 
make the cake, remember patience is a virtue. I don't believe, however, that many 
will rush out to make soap. It seems to me the soap would be very hard on one's hands .• 
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Scrapbook Page 

reater 

On a sunny day, at the New Street Park, Commissioners Danielle Spence (Chairperson), Rich Drobil, Marie 
Lockwood, Linda Cossabone and Mary Ellen Smith joined G3 members Bernice Willis and daughter, Valerie, 
Lucile Pfleeger and Darla Cassidy to sell 2013 Train Station tee shirts and sweatshirts. 

Glassboro West Jersey Train Station Museum Progress ... continuedJtomPage3 

to. obtain a caboose or a rail car for display on the property and a working telegraph onsite~ . Please 
help make these dreams come true by donating artifacts, pictures and memorabilie~ and/or by mak
ing a monetary donation. 

pc)ptact us ifyou have items you would like to donate or pictures you would like to share by h~ying 
them scanned and returned. • 
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Contact Rich: (856) 881-5516 or rdrobi@hotmail.com 

Make checks paye~ble to: SOS · 

N/~ilt(:): Greater Glassboro Group --P~O. Box. 571, uJ«:ls~;D(>ro 

. dP~~t~;Giassborp Group, Inc. is a 501 (c)(i}:nph-profit organization in 
· · · All donations are tax deductible; 
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Held on the lawn between the[ ;~ritag 
the Glassboro Fire Hbuse --Rai 

Garden Party 

Your donation will help us co ~nud o:uk e.ffo to , stOr~ }h~ i}1siCle of 
the Glassbo, st .fefsey Tra Station \ 

Tickets 
$35.00 per person $60.0Q.11;p~r coup~e 

For tickets and informatiari''~:~ontact 
Darla Cassidy (~56) sf r ~U2 

Daniele Spen~e C609~ ~81-5990 

.; t \ \ ) :i~ ~. 

Greater Glassboro Group, Inc. is a 5bl (c) (3) nbnprdjit ofganizat,on 
All donbtions are td:x (:le{Juctible 

~ - 5 .~ 
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by Randi Wolf 
:;;... 

On a chilly afternoon in late November, Glassboro Historic Commission 
hosted Ye 0/de G/asborough Historic Walking Tour. The walking tour began at 
the Glass Museum in uptown Glassboro. Diana Pierce, Docent, welcomed the 
guests into the Glass Museum. The Greater Glassboro Group, in conjunction with 
the Glassboro Historic Commission, served refreshments. Upon arrival, the gath
ered guests took sips of hot cocoa or hot mulled cider and munched on cookies 
before venturing out on their tours. The tours were led by Commissioner Mary 
Ellen Smith, G3 member Janet Atkinson, Commissioner Ma
rie Lockwood and Commissioner Linda Cossabone. Historic 
sites highlighted on the tours were The Heritage Glass Mu
seum, the Glassboro Enterprise Printing Company 
(c.1880), Academy Street School (1898), Methodist Fel
lowship Hall (1852), the house of Frank R. Stanger (1904), 
the home of Samuel and Abigail Whitney (1879), the 
Ebenezer Whitney home (1819), the home of Judge Jo
seph lszard (1852), St. Thomas Episcopal church (1781), 
the Methodist Episcopal Parsonage (1870), Daniel Stan
ger's home (c.1780) and the site of the Franklin House 
Tavern (1781), now the Landmark. 

Across town, Rich Drobil and his train club, with Darla 
Cassidy 
in attendance, set up a display of 
trains at the Barnes & Noble Book 
Store on Rowan Boulevard and were 
present to answer any questions from 
visitors. 

Taken at the Glass Museum on High Street, Greater Glassboro 
Group members Darla Cassidy (President}, Janet Atkinson, Ber
nice Willis, Randi Wolf and Valerie Willis, daughter of Ber
nice) proudly pose with their G3 attire with illustrations of the 
Train Station, Franklin House ami New Jersey State Normal 
School (now Rowan University's Bunce Hall). 

The day was caped with skaters taking ad
vantage of the new ice skating rink while others 
were warmed by the bon fire. Santa arrived after 
dusk f~x the highlight of the day. • 
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Glassboro Fire Department .. continuedfrom Page 3 Group 
names are: Stewart, Siebert, Abbott, Magee, Parks, Rowan, Stanger, Whit
ney, Simmerman, Voelker, Ware, McFadden, Buck, Viden, Beach, and Wig-

glesworth. 
Today, the fire service of volunteers and paid fire fighters continues in Glassboro. Training 

has always been an important factor in fire service. Presently, the training requirements are exten
sive. Fire service training schools are located in the various counties ... safety and training are a high 
priority. • 

Past Supporters 
William and Anna Pote 

(McCullough) 
Dr. Janet Holdcraft 

Past 
Major Contributors 

Lucile Pfleeger 
Ronald & Joan Cunningham 
Diana Pierce, WECOM 
Dr. and Mrs. Robert A. Pedrick 

Please enroll me as an annual member: 
Individual ($25) 
Family ($30) 
Business ($50) __ 

I want to be a Supporter ($1 00) __ _ 
Major Contributor ($200) __ _ 

Name: ---------------------------------
Phone: 
Address: ------------------------------
Signature: 

Contact 
Darla Cassidy, President 

856.881.1112 
Mary Lee Donahue, 

Grant Director 
856.881.4345 

Janet Atkinson, 
Membership Chair 
856.582.2106 

Greater Glassboro Group, Inc., is a 50 I (c) (3) non-profit organi=ation in the public interest. 
All donations are tax deductible. 
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By Darla Cassidy 

The 
Importance 

of the 
ingly Unimportant 

Recently, I began painting my garage. Memories flooded into my mind as I painted over the weathered 
boards. 

I have always wondered the age of our old garage and if a horse was ever kept in it. Was it built when 
the house was built (1910) or, perhaps later, in the 1930's-40's, when money was tight and all supplies were 
limited? The garage sits soundly and proudly upon its moorings, but the wooden planks that make up its sides 
seem to be roughly put together. 

Mrs. Marie Mitchell, the previous owner, had the garage's 
back end "bumped out" to accommodate her 1950-1960' s cars. I 
painted parking spaces on the concrete floor for the red wagon, bicy
cles, garden tools and lawnmower in order to fit our family's belong
ings snugly into the relatively small space along with our car. 

Upon purchasing our home, our son and daughter found a 
couple of kittens in the hedge that ran along the edge of our proper
ty. Being a farm girl from Illinois, animals were not to be found in a 
home. However, our kittens, Wilber and Pepper, took up residence 
within the walls of our abode but I also provided a bale of hay in the 
garage for them to sleep and keep warm. Thereupon, entering the 
garage taking a breath, smelling the hay and the dust, blinking from 
lack of light, I remembered my Granddaddy's bam and the pleasant 
happy days of childhood. 

Granddaddy's bam smelled of dust and hay. I would blink 
upon entering it as it was dark except for the light that streamed 
through the open doorway. The bam was part of my Granddaddy's 
lively hood. It held two horses, hay, oats, harnesses, tools and a large 
wagon. 

I vividly recall my Grandparent's home located in the village of Beckemeyer. Their home was situated 
between two houses; each was to be found at the comer of the street. Behind the house were flower gardens 
and a large vegetable garden. The bam was behind the gardens. Next to the bam was a small lot where Grand
daddy's two horses rested after a long day's work before being put to bed for the night. The bam, where the 
wagon was kept, opened into an alley. After backing the wagon into the bam, the horses entered the lot from 
the alley. 

. .. continued on Page 2 
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The Importance of the Seemingly Unimportant. .. continuedfrom Page 1 

I vaguely remember the horses. I believe they were a dark brown color. I remember the feel of their 
noses when they ate out of my hand. Granddaddy made his living with the big draft (work) horses by hauling 
coal, working in the oil fields and helping to construct Highway 50 that led to St. Louis, 40 miles east. He 
gave up his trade while I was quite young, but he hung onto his wagon, bam and home until his death. 

I never gave much thought to the importance of having a garage. One day, I came home from work 
and, to my surprise, found my father-in-law replacing boards and sawing a space on each side of the garage for 
a window. I did not have sense enough to say thank you for his work, nor did I realize how much money he 
had spent on the project. So what, I thought, if the garage remained dark and a few of the boards are worse for 
wear?! 

When you opened the side door or the two large front doors that opened from the middle and swung 
out to the sides, there was light. Right?! 

As time passed and the children grew, they found a relatively unnoticeable space above the rafters, 
where large planks created an attic. There, the children, with their friends, spent many secret hours. Our 
daughter made curtains for the windows from scraps of pink gingham fabric. The garage served our family as a 
play house together with its other functional purposes. 

Both the house and garage had been painted white. Then, I decided to have my house painted yellow. 
Subsequently, I went to work and painted the garage yellow to match the house. 

As my interest in gardening expanded, so did my tools. Two years ago I had the "bump-out" removed 
and expanded the garage to take its place. A friend suggested a new overhead garage door was necessary. The 
old "swing out" doors were soon discarded. 

Before the installation of the new modem garage door, we removed the planks that had created the 
sacred children's attic. We found treasures long forgotten by the children and that the planks were not planks, 
but shutters that had once adorned our home. · 

For too long, the garage sat solemnly in its primed white condition. Time had run out for me to finish 
painting it. Sadly, it looked a little worse for wear. 

Now, as I look around my neighborhood, I realize how fortunate I am to have a garage. I thank my in
laws for knowing its value. Many of the residents along my street lost their old outbuildings that served similar 
purposes in my Grandparent's era. Many years ago, for lack of upkeep and code, the home owners were re
quested to do away with the time worn structures from the past era. I believe it unfortunate that the town didn't 
provide an incentive for the homeowners to make sound the structures or provide incentives for adequate re
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placements. The consequences are that we lost 
a part of our storied past and in some instances 
a place to store the necessary items a home
owner needs for the upkeep of the property. 

Happily, I return to the beginning of 
my story. My garage is still a mystery to me. I 
have learned that there are no crisp edges on a 
time-worn garage. Now the metal smiling sun, 
made by a dear friend, is restored to the peak 
of the garage. 

Along with its bright colors of yellow, 
white and dark green accents, it is once again 
pleasing to the eye. The garage has more than 
served its purpose during the life of my family 
and long before. It continues its job of protect
ing the car and those necessary tools that one 
accumulates in owning a home. 
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Jot down your two guesses as to what these landmarks used to be years 
ago! The reader who answers correctly wins ... 

1. 

2. 

1. • • 
2. • • • • • • • • • • 

2. 

1. 
-Submitted by Robert Tucker 

2. 
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Group 

Supporters Major Contributors 

William and Anna Pote 
(McCullough) 

Lucile Pfleeger 

Ronald & Joan Cunningham 

Diana Pierce, WECOM 
Dr. Janet Holdcraft 

Dr. and Mrs. Robert A. Pedrick 

We Invite You to Join Our Group 

Please enroll me as an annual member: 
Individual ($25) 
Family ($30) 
Business ($50) 

I want to be a Supporter ($100) __ _ 
Major Contributor ($200) ---

Name: ----------------------------
Phone: ------------------------------
Address: -----------------------------

Signature: --------------------------

Greater Glassboro Group, Inc., is a 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization in the public interest. 
All donations are tax deductible. 
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Contact 
Darla Cassidy, President 

856.881.1112 
Mary Lee Donahue, 

Grant Director 
856.881.4345 

Janet Atkinson, 
Membership Chair 
856.582.2106 



OUR 2013 

6TIR®eN Ptl'RT'Y 
FUNDRAISER 

I had visions of floral frocked women in wide brimmed hats sipping punch 

in the warm sunshine and enjoying tea sandwiches and conversations 
while sweet melodies from a distant flute permeated the spring air. 
I had dreams of an abundance of flowers swaying in the gentle breeze 
amidst the slow trickle of the babbling brook that flows through the 

side of my backyard .... 

I awoke on May 19, 2013 to rain beating down hard on my roof, the 
waters of the brook racing downstream and muddy puddles saturating my 

yard. Gone was my contingency plan for a setting up the party in my backyard, as well as indoors, just in 
case the weather cleared up .... 

Last Fall, after noticing that our President, Darla seemed a bit overwhelmed with things to do, I 
suggested that I could host our spring Garden Party fundraiser. I wanted to keep the same format she had 
created, (which I loved), just in a different setting, for a change of pace. Everyone at the meeting agreed, 

and soon after, armed with my new "project", I sprang into action, ordering bulbs from Groff's and 
planting them in the late fall with hopes of a floribunda setting for the party. 

I was so excited as spring arrived and stems began to pop up and flowers began to bloom! 
Pink and purple hyacinths, yellow daffodils, brightly colored tulips all began to color my yard. 
Soon tall stems sprouted purple pompom flowers- these were the allium flowers I never 

heard of before, so I planted them for fun. But as April wound down, I noticed my pretty garden 
was beginning to shrivel and wither. "Oh no!" I thought. "I should have planted late spring bloomers!" 

Speaking of Bloomers, I headed over there, along with Groff's and Lowes to buy more flowers and plants. 
And I took advantage of Rowan's "Back to the Boro" program, having students help me create a new garden 
in my backyard with some flowering bushes and perennials. I went a little crazy with my spending, rational
izing that it was an "investment" that I could enjoy for years to come. 

I lined up my landscaper to come the day before the party to freshen up the backyard and clean out 
the leaves and debris that accumulated in the waterfall fountains I had built, and re-fill them so my guests 
could enjoy the sounds of gentle trickling and babbling in the background. But on Wednesday before the 
party, I suddenly noticed that the GFI that ran electricity to make backyard fountains had corroded and 
died. I scrambled to find an electrician, finally finding a neighbor who I paid to replace my GFI connection 
on Friday, so my landscaper could get my fountains up and running on Saturday. Whew! 

Garden looks beautiful, Check. Waterfalls fixed, Check. Punch Bowl picked up from Bernice, 
Check. Recipe for punch from Darla, Check. Confirmed Janet, Channon and Darla were bringing tea sand
wiches, Check. Stephanie bringing the usual extraordinary desserts, Check. Ingredients for Quiches bought, 
Check. Linda Richardson bringing her flute, Check. Beautiful sunny day, Che .... ? 

Darla Cassidy relaxing on the sofa with 
Jenny Bates and Commisioner Mary Ellen 
Smith of Glassboro Historic Commission. 

It was one of the darkest, dreariest, rainiest 
days in May. So, I thought, this was one of those 
"when life gives you lemons, make lemonade" kind of 
moments. Time for "Plan B". I sprang out of bed and 
gathered every fake flower bouquet and arrangement 
in my house and brought them all into my family room, 
determined to bring my garden indoors and create the 
atmosphere I had dreamed of .... When it was all done, 
even my husband and sons said it looked 
really pretty in that room. "Why don't we 
keep it this way?" my son Payton asked. 



The doorbell rang precisely at 2pm and a bevy of guests streamed in, most of them having donned bright, 

pretty floral dresses, in spite of the gloomy gray day. Darla kept saying to me that "it's not the weather; it's the 
people who make the party." She further reminded me that there were plenty of years that it 
had rained on her party. Linda set up her music stand by my french doors and began to play 
sweet music, while my 18 guests gathered tightly together on sofas and chairs. For a while, 
one of my cats, Cocoa Puff, dressed with a hot pink flower adorning her collar, sat quite 
comfortably on her own chair, as if she was part of the group ... but later she began to get un
nerved by the crowd and was not a happy camper! 

As we enjoyed the delicious array of food and punch, I stopped for a moment and 
realized how "lively" my family room was. Laughter lightened out hearts and lifted our spirits Cocoa Puff on her chair, 

as we each picked clues from a flower pot to play "Flower Trivia" - a game I made up for the enjoying the party (at first!) 

party. "Q. I am a name of a town with a bad claim-to-fame. A. Columbine" "Q. My name involves a couple kissing. 
A. Tulips" "Q. I am a freeholder. A Heather". 

For Darla, it was wonderful to be a guest for a change. She was able to sit down and 
relax and mingle with the guests, instead of running around serving, washing 

dishes, and making sure everyone had what they wanted to eat or drink. 
,~ The two hours for the party flew by, and soon it was time for everyone to pick 

....... , their favorite party favor. I had bought an assortment of unique vintage tea 
. . . .. cups from thrift stores and filled each with chocolate covered almonds (for 

the dirt") and "planted" a single-stemmed silk Gerber Daisy in each. 

It was so true that everyones' smiles and laughter brought the sunshine 
indoors that day. Plus, all donations raised will help refurbish the Glassboro 

Train Station. Maybe next time I plan a Garden Party, I'll save it for a rainy day! · 

Among other guests were Julia Larson, Commissioner Marie Lockwood 
of Glassboro Historic Commission and Lucile Pjleeger. 
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C;eater Glassboro Group is looking forwafd toih~ Repurposing o{the ~l~ssboro Train Station which Wi.llbe 
· used as ·a museum and meeting place 

Welcome a Greater Glassboro Group, Inc. 
SUPPUrter 

Write check to: 

SOS (Save Our Station) or 

Majur- C()ntr-ibut()r-
with a donation of $50 or $1 00! 

Send to: 

Greater Glassboro Group, Inc. 
PO Boxoc57..___ :S 'I I 
Glassboro, N] 08028 
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Bv Robert Tucker 

In 1859, the Millville to 
Glassboro railroad line became 
incorporated, with Thomas Whit
ney as its first president. Most 
people refer to this as the Bridge
ton Railroad or the Bridgeton 
Train. In reality, it was incorpo
rated as the Glassboro-Millville 
Line. Bridgeton, as a stop, was 
added to the line years later. 

By 1860, the line was com
plete only as far as Millvi1le. The 
trains left Glassboro at I 0:15 in 
the morning and at 4:45 in the 
afternoon. 

The only tracks remaining in 
Glassboro start at the old Glass
boro Station, continue across 
Ellis Street and come to an end at 
the Glassboro and Aura line. 

I have fond memories of the 
old train that used to pass on the 
edge of grandfather James Wil
liamson~ s farm. I recall, when I 
was twelve~ I would stop, 
straighten and wave at the con
ductor. The act of straightening 
and waving relieved my aching 
back from the stoop of labor in 
planting sweet potatoes. The 

train clicked and clacked loudly, 
announcing its presence on its 
way into the Glassboro Station as 
well as announcing it's depar
ture. I was always pleased to see 
the conductor return my wave. I 
always thought the conductor 
was blowing 
the whistle 
for me and 
other family 
members 
working in 
the field. 
But, upon 
better think
ing, the 
trains were signaling for the rail 
crossing at Ellis and Sewell 
Streets. 

Railroad crossings were very 
dangerous. Many deaths were 
caused by trains passing through 
Glassboro. One gentleman was 
killed as he exited an east-bound 
train, and was hit by a west
bound train. 

I was very saddened when 
my friend, Warren Howell, 
showed me a picture of his 

father's car that was mangled 
and bent by the Millville
Glassboro train at the Ellis Mill 
crossing. Jesse Howell (Ann & 
Warren Howell's father) had just 
been hired at the DuPont plant 
along the Delaware River. At last 

he could help his in
laws save their 
home. Mr. Howell 
purchased a new 
black Ford in order 
to commute to 
work. After leaving 
his father's home in 
Elsmere (The 
Acres), he headed 

up Ellis Street to pick up milk for 
his two babies. It was between 
six and seven o'clock in the eve
ning. The weather, as reported by 
many~ was foggy and rainy when 
the train slammed into his car. 
Mr. Howell was ejected from the 
passenger side door. 

Mr. Early Jones, a 
neighbor, was the first to arrive 
at the scene. 

... continued on Page 4 
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After a "Rip Van winkle" sleep, the train sta
tion's eyes are blinking awake as the workers open 
its shuttered eyes. It squints and yawns while the 
workmen poke here and prod there - hammer here, 
and bang there. The 
long wait has ended 
for the money to be 
released by the gov
ernment. With the 
wait ended, long 
awaited hopes and 
dreams are becom-
ing realized. They sail forth on a blast 
of energy as steam released from a 
steam engine. 

The fence surrounding the train sta
tion readily speaks of immediate unsafe 
conditions. It announces, "Workmen at 
Work.~~ 

Expectations run high and we de- · 
sire our curiosity to be satisfied, but 
just as we wait for spring's warm days 
to arrive and for flowers to bloom, so 
must we wait for all work to be de
dared done. 

Greater Glassboro Group, Inc. has 
long worked for this day just as 
many others long before Greater 

The Train Station Bid 

Glassboro Group stepped into the arena as well as 
those who stepped with us working and asking, 
"How do we save our train station? Other towns have 
done so." Now it seems the work of pushing to get 

things done, asking how to go about it all and 
the planning is done. Now it is time for us to 
ask, "What is expected next of us in the next 
step to help complete the project to its fu11 po
tentiaL'' 

... '!)atzia 

The Train Station Bid was advertised to prequalified bidders in newspaper and opened on November 20, 2012 
in accordance with NJ Local Contracts Law 40A: 11-l.There were three bid submissions. The Borough chose 
Wu & Associates based on the analysis of the bids by our legal department and the determination that Wu was 
the lowest, responsible bidder. They are doing a great and very thorough job so far. 

... 'DMiete g'wta Sfte«u -~. ~i4toJzk P~ ~ 
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Soup Luncheon - Dreaming of Spring 
In the dark, drab cold days 

of January and February, the 
members of G3 pro
posed an event to 
chase the "winter 
blues" away. We 
would have a soup 
luncheon compli
ments of and co
hosted by Darla 
Cassidy, Janet At
kinson and Channon 
Armstrong. 

It was a happy mixed up day. 
Daylight Savings Time had begun 
during the night and members ar
rived at dissimilar intervals. Other 
members called to send their re
grets as they had become discom
bobulated over the time change. 

The teas poured were Earl 
Grey and English Tea Time. Hors 

d' oeuvres of fruit, warmed Brie 
and crackers were served. 

Darla prepared 
delicious Mussel 
Soup and French 
Onion Soup served 
topped with melted 
Gruyere Cheese on a 
floating French Ba
guette. Janet Atkin
son prepared Manhat
tan Clam Chowder 
and Stracciatella Alia 

Fiorentina. Stracciatell~ means 
"little rag" in Italian--a fanciful 
description when egg and parme
san cheese are stirred into sim
mering stock to make a favorite 
Roman Soup. The addition of 
fresh spinach strips adds a Floren
tine touch. Channon Armstrong 
baked an ange I food cake and 

chocolate cup cakes filled with 
peanut butter and Oreo cookies. 

Those in attendance were 
Janet Atkinson, Lucile Pfleeger 
and her granddaughter, Sharon, 
Mary Lee Donahue, Cindy Kam
mer and Jenny Bates. 

Breaking the rules of a for
mal luncheon, everyone was to 
bring their own soup cup. They 
aJI came with their soup cup in 
hand and for those who had for
gotten, a bowl was readily avail
able .• 

Chestnut Ridge Civic Association 
Bv Lucile Pfleeger 

In the early days of the Chestnut Ridge, after Reverend Galbraith arrived, a Civic Association was 
formed. The Association met in the Presbyterian Church with Reverend Galbraith sending notification of 
meetings each month to all members. Also, in the beginning, the organization was basically an all male group. 
But in later years, Coraelia Parks and Ruth Hanna became members. 

Seymour Winans, the Dean of Glassboro State College, a resident on Georgetown Road, was an active 
member, as were several other faculty and staff from GSC. 

Through the minutes taken by a member, we learn that the Association was concerned with the streets, 
not a11 yet paved, and the street lighting. The railroad crossing was discussed at several meetings. 

Lean Lutz, the High School principal, was a speaker discussing problems of the schools. 
Nadine Newcomb spoke at a meeting on the topic of"'Early Childhood Education.'' 
In the 1950's, our neighbor on Dickinson Road, Robert Newcomb, an attorney, invited my husband and 

me, to join the Association. When dormitory space was not available, coiJege students rented rooms in private 
homes on the "'Ridge.'' The college women were regulated by the college with house mothers trained and re
quired to supervise the rules for female students. Students rarely owned automobiles. 

Today, life is different. ColJege students own and/or rent houses, and live unsupervised by the Univer
sity. Students own automobiles causing parking problems. As welJ, they frequently hold noisy parties. 

A Chestnut Ridge Civic Association has recently been formed to deal with these problems. • 
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From Railroad Track ... continuedfromPage 1 

He found the passenger door and 
the front seat next to the lifeless 
body of this young father. 

Years later, at this same loca
tion, Mr. Shipley, driving his ice 
truck, was hit by the Glassboro
Millville train. Mr. Shipley was 
our iceman who sold ice to fami
lies in the Elsmere community and 
throughout the Borough. At this 
time in the early SO's, a number of 
families did not have refrigerators. 
I have been unable to find any 
hard information concerning how 
seriously he was injured or if he 
was killed. It was the rumor that 
spread. I do know that he no 
longer stopped at our house to ask 
if we needed ice. 

Today, the old tracks can be 

Old tracks overgrown with trees and 
bushes 

seen on both sides of Sewell 
Street, between the VFW and Ellis 
Street. Most of the tracks today 
are overgrown with trees and 
small bushes. An area has been 
recently cleared starting at Sewell 
Street, extending roughly 300 
yards to a clearing, which enables 
you to see the tracks. The tracks 
stretch from Sewell Street to the 
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Glassboro substation, where high 
powered lines connect. 

At the intersection of Ellis 
Street, Deptford Road and Sewell 
Street, the railroad tracks divide. 
One track leads through Elsmere 
to Bridgeton. The main track con
tinues through South Glassboro, 
Clayton, Franklinville, Iona and 
Newfield. Another branch went 
into Millville by route of North 
Vineland, South Vineland and 
Claysville. The next stop was M i 11-
ville. 

Perhaps the best place to view 
the old track is in Monroeville. 
Here, the track has been turned 
into a walking path. The spot 
where the station once stood is 
now a parking lot. What we re
ferred to as stations were really 
nothing more than today' s bus 
stop with a covering. 

The stations along the rail route was 
the same as this photo. 

After the train left Glassboro, 
the next stop was Aura, where 
there was a station as such. Con
tinuing down the line, there was 

the Hardingville Station, Monroe
ville Station, etc. 

The station in Bridgeton 
may have been a bit more 
elaborate than the "covered bus 

stop'' train station. The Glassboro 
-Millville train is one of many 
that crossed Gloucester County in 
the early 19th century. 

Today, the old tracks are being 
selectively turned into jogging, 
walking and bicycling paths. 

Little is left except memories, 
stories of what used to be and rail
road collectors sharing pictures. • 

Photos.fi"om file of Rober! Tucker 



of Randi Wolfe. 

*Checks to support Greater Glassboro Group are made out to: Greater Glassboro Group 

*Checks for Save Our Station are made out to: Greater Glassboro Group SOS 

We Invite You to Join Our Group 

Please enroll me as an annual member: 
Individual ($25) 
Family ($30) 
Business ($50) 

I want to be a Supporter ($I 00) __ _ 
Major Contributor ($200) __ _ 

Name: 
Phone: ---------------------------------
Address: 

Signature: 

Greater Glassboro Group. inc.. is a 501 (c) (3) non-pro{lr organi:::arion in The public illferesr. 
All donations are tax deductible. 
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201 7-201+ 

Greater Glassboro Group Officers 

F resident······························-··································· Darla Cassid_y 
Vice F resident .............................................. Chan non Armstrong 

Secretar_y ..................................................................... jenn_y 5ates 

Treasurer ................................................................... 5emice Willis 

Treasurer for Save Our Station (SQS) Carmen Johnson 

Membership Chair ................................................ janet Atkinson 

Grants Director .... ~ ....................................... Mar_y Lee Donahue 

Newsletter E.ditor .................................................... Sue Stewart 

F ublicit_y ................................................................... Lucile FAeeger 

Unit_y Da_y Committee Co-Chairs ...................... Jenn_y 5ates, 

Stephanie .Wolfgang 

Our Mission ... 

for 20 1 j-20 1 + is to improve the 9ualit9 of Glassboro 

life through the following o~ectives: l)uild pride in 

our communit_y b_y supporting efforts to enhance 

knowledge and awareness of our communal histories; 

improve the appearance and function of our ph9sical 

and architectural heritage b9 supporting efforts to 

preserve and restore what remains; work for the con

tinuation of historic patterns now established Oike the 

tree-lined streets); and to improve the 4ualit_y of 

Glassboro life b_y encouraging good civic manage

ment of all resources, whether ph_ysical, financial, 

natural, or human. 
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The Las-t <>rigin.a.l S-tru.c-tu.re 
o:Ct:he 

"West: Jersey R..a.ilroad S-ta-tion. 

INTERVIEW WITH RICH DROBIL -

Glassboro Historical Commissioner, 
Train Historian, Model Train Collector, Lover of 
Anything that Runs on Rails 

By The Pres - Darla Cassidy 

Darla: 
Was the remaining original building of West Jer
sey Railroad Station, now known as the Glass
boro Train Station, used as a loading dock or 
freight area? 

Rich: 
Yes, the West Jersey Railroad Station was built in 1860 and used as a loading dock and freight area. The station 
had two parts under one roof. One half was the passenger waiting area. The other side was the freight office 
which had a loading dock outside and a freight area inside. The back door entrance opened onto the loading 
dock. Trucks backed up to the loading platform at the rear of the station and boxes were moved into the station 
to a small platform the same height as the outside dock. There was a weight scale where packages were weighed 
and picked up. The front of the inside area was the station master's office and the freight office. In the front~ on 
the same side, were double freight doors where packages were taken outside to the platform for train pickup. The 
passenger side was the other side of the station. That was not its only use. There was a great waiting room with 
wooden benches, train schedule board and ticket window. Also, a "register clock'' hung on the wall; we know 
this by the faded outlines on the wall. 

Darla: 
What was its primary purpose? 

Rich: 
West Jersey Station was primarily a passenger station. Local freight and mail were also dropped off and picked 
up. Around or about I 970, the passenger service died away, but there was still a freight agent. Freight was re
ceived until I 978 when the Freight Agency closed. 

Darla: 
Were there other branches of the rail line? ... continued on Page 2 
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Photosfrom.files of Rich Drobil 

The Last Original Structure 
.. continuedji-om Page I 

Rich: 
Yes, it should be noted that there was a branch 
off the main line that went into town past St. 
Bridget's church and ended at the empty lot 
across from the new firehouse. Before then 
there was a freight station where the Glassboro 
zoning office is today. 

Darla: 
Do you know when the last train came through 
and what was its model? 

Model of West Jersey (Glassboro) Railroad Station as it looked years ago. 

Rich: 
Yes~ it is documented that the last passenger train was a Budd Rail Diesel Car (RDC) #773. It was the last to 
stop at Glassboro headed back from Millville. It is also documented that on February 16, 1949 the last RPO 
(Rail Post Office) train ran from Glassboro to Bridgeton and on July 12, 1952, passenger service from Glass
boro to Bridgeton ended. However, passenger service from Glassboro to Millville continued until February 5, 
1971, when Train #773 became the last passenger train to stop at Glassboro Station on the Millville Branch. 
The freight agency moved across the platform to the tower into 1978 when the Freight Agency closed. 

Darla: 
When was the train station built? 

Rich: 

Darla: 
Where was the tower located and is it still there? 

Rich: 
No, the tower is gone. It was across the tracks from the station and con
trol1ed the Glassboro interlocking; a railroad term for the way trains were 
switched within the Glassboro Station area. Like Woodbury and Tuckahoe, 
Glassboro was a major connection traveling south from Camden. 
Glassboro Station divided trains entering 
Glassboro Station into two "branches." Trains 
could go to the right (known as the Bridgeton 
Branch) or straight following a double track 
line (Mi11ville Branch). In addition~ you could 
take a train that crossed both ofthese lines that 
ran fi·om Williamstown to Glassboro and 
Glassboro to Mullica Hill. Service on those 
lines ended in the 1940s. If you look at Glass
boro Station, from any map search application 
on the web, you will see the footprint where 
the tracks were located. 

The train station was built in 1860, when all the goods were moved by 
train. ...continued on Page 6 

As a child, G3 member. Janet Atkinson, 
played in a tunnel under the tracks where 
passengers walked safely to the other 
side of the tracks to catch their train. 
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They lived their lives valiantly 

Robert C. Bates, Councilman 
June 3, 1933 -May 17, 2012 

Karen Pjleeger-Smith 
March 9, 1947-August 2, 2002 



The Last Original Structure ... continuedfrom Page 2 

Darla: 
What would you like the future to be for our historic train station? 

Rich: 
I would like to see the building brought back to life as an historical, living history of railroads in Glassboro and to 
see the building house photos and displays of the important roll the West Jersey Station played in Glassboro's 
growth and development. It could be a place to hold meetings, display history to be remembered and celebrate the 
present. 

I see the importance of this place being part of the industrial past. Locally, I have walked the old Bridge
ton Branch behind Owens Glass, passed the junk yards to where it crossed Route 55 before the road was built. In 
South Jersey, for example, in the middle of a field sits a train station filled with farm equipment. Have you ever 
gone to the restaurant Country Kitchen in Elmer? It is the old Elmer train station. In Moorestown, they have 
turned train stations into Dentist offices and Borough Halls. Woodbury and Gloucester City's stations are now 
restaurants. Wenonah and West Berlin stations are meeting halls. Cape May has an old freight station that has just 
been turned into Hobby Shop with four running model train layouts! 

I have walked the Millville 
Branch as far as Clayton, photo
graphing every man-made stone 
support or signal base or location 
where a switch used to be. I have 
walked the Glassboro to Millville 
line that ran from the "Mushroom" 
plant to the Lincoln Road and 
west through the farms to where 
the new Highway 322 cutoff cuts 
the old rail line in half. Remaining 
still is the trestle that crossed over 
the Rattan River in Mullica Hill to 
the train station and mill where 
the Antique Village now is 
housed. I have walked south 
where the trains used to run, to 
Owens baseball field and traced 
the crossover across the field from 
Owens, behind the Gas Company 
and out to Delsea Drive where the 
old bike path takes it into Wil
liamstown. Along that bike path, 

PermsyivcmicH(ead!ng Seashore Unes 

1900s Glassboro Railroad Tracks 

I 
! ,,,; 

if you look closely, are remains of old railroading markers and little bridges where the trains once crossed. I have 
spent a lot of time in my sixty years looking where trains used to go- alJ the way to Cape May, Ocean City, 
Wildwood, Mays Landing and to Cape May Point. Naturally, I would like our station to live up to its potential as 
an historic instrument of our industrial past. 

. .. continued on Page 6 
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Supporters 

William and Anna Pote 
(McCullough) 

Dr. Janet Holdcraft 

Major Contributors 

Lucile Pfleeger 

Ronald & Joan Cunningham 

Diana Pierce, WECOM 

Dr. and Mrs. Robert A. Pedrick 

Contact 

Darla Cassidy, President 
856.881.1112 

Mary Lee Donahue, Grant Director 
856.881.4345 

Janet Atkinson, Membership Chair 
856.582.21 06 

We Invite You to Join Our Group 

Please enroll me as an annual member: 
Individual ($25) __ _ 
Family ($30) 
Business ($50) 

I want to be a Supporter ($1 00) __ _ 
Major Contributor ($200) __ _ 

Name: 
Phone: ----------------------------------
Address: 

Signature: 

Greater Glassboro Group, Inc., is a 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization in the public interest. 
All donations are tax deductible. 
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1779 
Soloman 
Stanger 
Home 

By Tom O'Keefe 

W hen Gothic came 
to America and 

was translated to 
"Carpenter Gothic," the 
stone tracery was re-
placed by wooden Gingerbread. The ornate wooden 
detail is considered a folk art. Each carpenter had 
his own ideas and employed his own fanciful de
signs. The latter part of the nineteenth century 
brought a new attitude toward color. Before then, 
the houses of the tract builders tended to be painted 
all one color, usually white, beige or gray. By 1887, 
many people were painting their houses in lighter, 
brighter colors. The vibrant colors are one of the 
more easily identifiable features of Victorian archi
tecture today. 

The present home at 122 State Street is of 
the Gothic Revival style, and it~ along with all the 
properties in the immediate vicinity, were built on 
part· of a 200 acre plot of land purchased by Solo
man Stanger in 1779. By 1781 ~the Stangers started 
the Stanger Glassworks, and the family continued 

making glass for the next 
148 years in what was to 
become the town of Glass
boro. In 1834, Thomas 
Whitney came on the 
scene and purchased the 
Harmony Glassworks, 
along with all other glass 
interests in town, and the 
rest is history. His two 
sons, Thomas and Samuel 
joined him and renamed 
the glassworks "Whitney 
Brothers Glassworks." 

Thomas and Samuel Whitney, co-owners of the 
Whitney Brothers Glassworks, built the present 
house in 1859. 

Between 1859 and 1886, the property 
changed hands just four more times. before being 
purchased by Dr. Jocob Iszard in 1886. Dr. Iszard 
was a graduate of Hahnemann Medical College in 
Philadelphia and settled in Glassboro in 1870 to 
practice homeopathic medicine. Dr. Iszard owned 
the property until his death in 1902. When Jocob 
Iszard died, the property passed to his heirs, How
ard Iszard and Soloman Stanger Iszard. Upon How
ard Iszard 's death in 1934, the property passed to 
his heir, Lida Iszard Ledden. 

The home is presently under the steward
ship ofThomas and Elizabeth O'Keefe. Mr. & Mrs. 
O'Keefe have spent 14 years renovating and restor
ing the property to its present condition. + 

The Last Original Structure ... continued.fi·om Page -1 

Darla: 
How did you become interested in the history of trains and railroads? 

Rich: 
My Dad's uncles ran the steam engines that moved the coal and freight on the lines next to the East and 
West River Drives in Philadelphia. Railroads were the way the world moved everything. 

From the time I was a small baby, every summer my Dad took me to every operating tourist railroad in the 
tri-state area until I entered college. While attending college, I tracked down every abandoned train line I 
could find. As a child, I collected Lionel trains and to this day, I belong to a model train club. If it is a train, 
a model train or a rail road line, I'm on it. + (More pies on Scrapbook Page) 
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Garden 9-?art~ 
By Dr Janet Holdcra.ft 

On May 201
h, a bright, sunny day, Greater Glassboro Group hosted its gth 

Annual Fundraising Garden Tea Party at the home of the President, Darla 
Cassidy. Danielle Spence discussed the Train Station renovation progress. 

Dr. Janet Holdcraft read poetry to those in attendance. The poems were: 
Warning, by Jenny Joseph, All the Time, by Michael Andrews, Rolls Royce 
Dreams, by Ginger Andrews, and The Village Burglar (Anonymous). In 
honor ofthe upcoming Father's Day, the following poems were read aloud~ 
My Dad's Hands, by David Kettler, and What I Want, by Edgar Guest. The 
final poem was an adaptation of the fable, The Little Dutch Boy Who Saved 
Holland. 

Following the poetry readings, guests and members 
enjoyed punch, tea sandwiches and cakes. 
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The table was set with pastel, spring flowers, pink 
table clothes, a glass punch bowl and punch cups. 
Janet Atkinson and daughter, Channon Armstrong, 
prepared delicious tea sandwiches. Stephanie 
Wolfgang outdid herself with scrumptious, spec
tacular confections. Randi Wolf photographed the 
event. 

As the Garden Party neared its close, clouds gathered. It began to drizzle. Every
one snatched things and scurried into the house. 

Pictures by Randi Wolf 

(More pies on Scrapbook Page) 



Train Station Scrapbook Page 

Photos ji-om file of Rich Drobil 
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Garden Party Scrapbook Page 
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I was delighted to read 
about the plaque and ceremony 
to remember the first teacher at 
Glassboro Normal School. How
ever, there is another group--long 
forgotten and little remembered. 
Long before the first fac-
·lty sat at their desks or 

[he first students 
walked the halls, there 
was an earlier group. 
Those who dug the 
basements and poured 
the basement founda
tions were generally 
called "grunts." 

As the story goes, 
James Williamson, a 
resident of the Elsmere 
section of Glassboro, 
heard about the construction of 
the Normal School and he was in 
need of a job. However, because 
of his gray temples and mus
tache, he was fearful of being told 
he was too old to be hired. De
spite his reservation, he applied 
*Lamp Black to cover the gray 
hair and was employed. 

After working for some 
time, he realized the work was too 
hard. Without saying anything to 
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the other laborers, without speak
ing with the foreman or anyone in 
charge, he simply walked off the 
job. He went to the corner of Main 
and High Streets and waited for 
the paymaster who was headed 

toward the job site car
rying the payroll. Wil
liamson followed the 
paymaster back to the 
job site whereupon he 
was approached by the 
supervisor who called 
out, "Hey James, I've 
been looking all over 
for you. Where in the 
world have you been? 
See that group of men 

Lamp Black over there? I'm putting 
you in charge of them. 

Here 1s a set of blueprints. Go 
over them and have them finish 
that line according to these 
prints." 

The foreman knew that 
Williamson could read blueprints 
because he had lain out and 
graded the streets in Upper Darby 
and Sharon Hill, Pennsylvania. 

Throughout his career, Wil
liamson collected blueprints, 
documents, engineering books 
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G3 PRES SAYS ... 

Ventfree Gas Coal Burner 

Isn't life funny- with its unexpected twists and turns? In the middle of life's bitter disappointments, 
frustrations, hard work and misery, gifts arrive, what seems, from the Universe. 

Many years ago a friend of mine noticed the fireplace and said, "You know, Darla, that was a coal 
burning fireplace." Well, I didn't know. I knew the soot started a foot or so above ash dump. Otherwise I never 

"No, never heard of it. No, no, no." 

thought about coal. Fire places are only for wood, aren't they? My 
interest was piqued. 

The fireplace chimney had been removed at the attic floor 
before we purchased our home. I had no idea why. With two small 
children in tow and no closet space, I had what remained of the 
chimney and fire place in our upstairs bedroom removed for much 
needed closet space. I also knocked out the plaster inside the sitting 
room fireplace. The slate mantel (faux marble) took its place as the 
focal point of the room. With a fireplace screen, it looked almost 
functional. It wasn't until recently that I realized why the top of the 
chimney had been removed. The support bricks in the basement 
had been compromised for the installation of heating .and plumbing 
pipes! 

Years ago I noticed a designer on HGTV put a natural gas 
coal basket fireplace in a room that she decorated. "Amazing! I like 
it. Where do I find it?" 

Several years later, a natural gas coal basket was featured in 
a design magazine. I cut it out and took it to a bunch of fireplace 
stores. 

"What part of the chimney is missing!" was 
repeated over and over again to each fireplace estab
lishment to which I spoke. 

"No, No, and No. It can't be fixed for use." 
A month or so ago I decided to try again. 

This time- success! The fire place people gave me 
the name of Smith's Chimney Service, LLC. Mr. 
Smith came, evaluated the chimney's many problems 
and told me I could have a vent free fireplace if the 
chimney was capped and filled with fire retardant 
material, and removed debris lodged at chimney top. 
While he was giving his evaluation, he took out the 
bricks at the bottom of the fire box. Once a bed of 
concrete was poured, he would set the fire 

... continued on Page 9 
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July 24, 2011 

To whon1 it may concern, 
Wesley Brown Jr., my great grandfather, 

was born in Glassboro in 1839. He became a 
share cropper for the Whitney family, farnling 
the land that is now part of the Rowan Univer
sity campus. 

Stanwood was part of the first class to earn doc
torates from Rowan University. In addition 111y 
wife, Kristine Stanwood and Mark's 'Wife, An
gela Pino Stanwood are graduates of Glassboro 
State. 

William Beckett Brown, the youngest 
son ofWesley Brown, was born in the Glassboro 
area in 1873. William B. Brown was my mater
nal grandfather and one of the contributors to be 
honored with a plaque for his contributions. 

All of us would be honored to attend the 
dedication ceremony in September. 

I along with my two younger brothers 
graduated from Glassboro State College. My 
brother Mark and I earned our masters degrees 
from Glassboro State College. Dr. H. Mark 

'P~ ~ ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,. 

Mullica Hill, NJ 
July 23. 2011 

Dear Committee Members. 
It was with great pleasure 

that our family read of your honoring 
the vision and generosity of citizens 
who were helpful in the development of 
what is now known as Rowan Univer
sity. Within the announcement was an 
invitation for descendents of these 
individuals to attend a ceremony in mid 
September. Please advise us of the 
date. time, and location of the event. 

William Becket Brown was my 
grandfather. He and his father were 

very close to the Whitney family, man
aging the Whitney farm for many 
years. His middle name was selected 
out of respect for his father's business 
associate. William Beckett, another 
name of the list. We also recognize the 
names of Clint Kandle. a business as
sociate of my grandfather and Peter 
Scott, next door neighbor to my grand
father. 

I anticipate you will hear from my 
brother. Ron and Bill Stanwood. as well 
as our cousin. William B. Brown Ill. Our 
family has been well-served by Glass-

William E. Stanwood 

boro Normal School, Glassboro State 
College and Rowan University. William 
Brown's daughter graduated from the 
normal school, my brothers and I (and 
two of our wives) have degrees from 
there. I was a member of the first 
cohort of the doctoral program, re
cently retired as Gloucester County 
Superintendent of Schools and con
tinue a close relationship with the 
university. We thank you for your in
terest in this recognition of our grand
father and look forward to attending 
the event. 

Sincerely, 
Mark Stanwood, Ed. 0 

Greater G I as 0 Group, I n c . 
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3&emembering 
<!&lb ®lassboro 

i'~.'-1$.· 

by George H. Armstrong .;~ 

As I walk or drive through downtown Glassboro, I think of my childhood and the various stores 
and businesses that are long gone. My earliest memories are from 1941, when my family moved from 
East New Street to 118 South Main Street. 

During World War II, my memories are of several neighbors and friends, including my brother
in-law, Townsend Buck, who entered the military service. Later, my two sisters, Alice Armstrong and 
Mary Armstrong, joined the Army Nurse Corps and served in Atlantic City Military Hospitals. The in
jured servicemen were returning from the European theater. Throughout the war years, war reports 
and maps of war progress were reported in the Philadelphia Bulletin. We read them each day. Black 
outs were practiced in Glassboro. When air raid sirens sounded, all homes turned off all lights and a 
warden walked the streets to check for any lights. Seeing one, he would knock on the residence's door 
and strongly urge that the lights be turned off. What a great joy it was when the war was over and eve
ryone returned home! 

118 South Main Street, across from the Trinity Protestant Church (115 South Main Street), was 
my home from 1941 to 1949. The neighbors' family names were Mitchell, Duffield, Meyers, Raffa, 
Chillari, Ware, Flamma, Miskelly and Pierce. Dr. William B. Husik's office was located at.the corner of 
101 South and Wilmer Streets. Walking north on South Main, stood Shereve's Funeral Home (36 
South Main), Ida Jean's Woman's Apparel and Howard Collings Heating Oil Company (30-32 South 
Main), Morris Spheen's Store (24 South Main) and the Glassboro Lumber Company (20 South Main). 
Across from the lumber company, the Pennsylvania Seashore Railroad substation was primarily a 
freight station. The track crossed Main Street into the lumber yard. The Glassboro High School stu
dents boarded the train at this location for their senior trip to Washington D.C. . .. continued on Page 5 

The forgotien .. continued from Page 1 

for the Normal School building and 
grounds. 

After his death, his daughter, 
Jennie Eva Tucker, held on to the collec
tion until her death, whereupon it was 
discarded. 

As I walked up the steps of Bunce 
Hall on the day I graduated, I wished that 
the man could have been there--the man 
who applied Black Lamp to his hair and 
the man who almost abandoned his work. 

When called upon by his supervi
sor, the man who took up the yoke as a 
leader of men. I believe the man would 
have been proud of me. 

Greater G I ass 

Pa e 4 

The man, James Williamson, was my 
grandfather. 

*Oil based soot, a byproduct from an oil 
lamp bought and sold in drug stores. Also 
used in stage productions for darkening 
hair.+ 

0 Group, I n c . 

j 
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l\.emembering <!&lb <.@lassboro ... continuedfrom Page 4 

At the rear of the First National Bank building, walking still on South Main, stood the Glassboro Po
lice Station (10 South Main). The Public Works Office and 
shops were connected to that building. The Borough equip

From the files of Marilyn Plasket 

Supporters 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Galli a 
Glassboro Memorial Post #679 
William and Anna Pote 

(McCullough) 
Dr. Janet Hold craft 

Major Contributors 
Lucile Pfleeger 
Ronald & Joan Cunningham 
WE COM 

ment was stored in the rear of the 
property. The Police owned one car 
and a motorcycle. Across Main 
Street stood John Z. McFadden's 
Variety Store (3 South Main) and 
the old First National Bank (1 South 
Main), which was the Borough Hall 
and is the site of today's Municipal 
Building. . .. conthnted on Page 8 

Contact 
Darla Cassidy, President 

856.881.1112 
Mary Lee Donahue, Grant Director 

856.881.4345 
Janet Atkinson, Membership Chair 

856.582.2106 

*Checks to support Greater Glassboro Group are made out to: Greater Glassboro Group 

*Checks for Save Our Station are made out to: Greater Glassboro Group SOS 

------------------
We Invite You to Join Our Group 

Please enroll me as an annual member: 
Individual ($25) 
Family ($30) 
Business ($50) 

I want to be a Supporter ($1 00) __ _ 
Major Contributor ($200) 

---

Name: --------------------------------
Phone: --------------------------------
Address: -------------------------------

Signature:----------------

Greater Glassboro Group, Inc., is a 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization in the public interest. 
All donations are tax deductible. 

------------------
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l\.ememhering <!&Ib ®Iassboro ... conthwed.fi·om Page s 

On New Year's Eve in 
1944, the Junior Mechanics 
Building burned. It was 
located on the North 
West corner of High and Main 
Streets and was originally built 
as the Whitney Glass Works De
partment Store which opened in 
1896. I sat on my father's shoul
ders and watched the fire. This 
was one of the most dangerous 
fires in Glassboro history be
cause three firefighters were 
trapped in the building when 
part of it collapsed. They were 
rescued with minor injuries. 

My Dad, Harry Arm
strong, passed away in 1951, only 
a few years after our 1949 move 
to 7 South Main Street. The Po
lice K -9 dogs are now located 
where we once lived. 

A sweet shop, only a short 
walk on West High Street (30 
West High Street), was owned by 
the Testa family and, in the fif
ties, owned by Mrs. Molly Hen
derson. "Molly's" was a favorite 
place where my high school 
friends hung out. A few of my 
friends were John Aveni Jack 
Lescure, George Esgro, Tom 
Ganor, Russ Snow, Charlie Mar
shall, Bob Nickerson, Jay Adams 
and Ron Bunting. A sub with 
mustard/ketchup and a choco
late coke were my favorite 
Molly's food. 

In the 1940's, my Mother, 
Father and I walked east on 
High Street to the Glassboro 
Theater (Roxy) where we saw a 
double feature western on Fri
day nights. We never owned a 
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car so always walked. On Satur
days, I went to the matinees 
where 'serial' shorts movies, 
such as Flash Gordon and the 
Green Hornet, were shown prior 
to the feature. The Roxy Theater 
opened in 1928 at 102 West 
High Street. On the way, we 

From the 
files 
Of 

Marilyn 
Plasket 

passed many businesses where 
people gathered to talk and 
shop. 

The H & H Appliance 
store was located at 8 High 
Street next to the bank building. 
The first air conditioned store in 
Glassboro at 10-12 High Street 
was Abbott's Drug Store and 
Soda Fountain. Next stood the A 
& P Market (16 East High), 
Levy's Men's and Boy's Wear (20 
East High), New York Apparel 
Shop (22 East High), Scharna
gle's Barber Shop (24 East 
High), Phillip's Jewelry Store 
(30 East High), and the Nut 
Shop (34 East High). In the 
Glassboro Theater building was 

George's Barber Shop (100 East 
High) and Wilbur Lutz's Drug 
Store (104 East High). 

Crossing the street at the 
corner of Main and High, was 
the Kotler /Levy building (Levy's 
5 & 10 Variety Store). Next to 
Levy's store was the Glassboro 

Post Office (9 High Street), Uhl's 
Market (11 High Street), the 
American Store (Acme) ( 13 & 15 
High Street), Berg's Ladies & 
Children's Wear (19 High Street) 
and Champion Shoe Store (21 
High Street). Across Center 
Street was the Glassboro Lum
ber Office, presently the Heri
tage Glass Museum (25 High 
Street). Joe Mitchell's Atlantic 
Gas Station stood at High and 
Academy Streets. Robinson's 
Bar was on the North East cor
ner next to Tag's Cold Cuts (105 
High Street), Mazzeo's Bar (115 
High Street), Abbott's Hardwarr 
(143 & 147 High Street}-

... continued on Page 9 
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Ventfree Gas Coal Burner ... continued fi"om Page 2 

bricks in place and fix the existing old mortar between the bricks. 
The chimney would then be safe and ready for the ventfree 

coal basket that I found on line at Four Season's Supply in North 
Carolina. Lee, the sales representative, patiently answered all my 
questions and advised me about the necessary things to do to be 
safe. Concerning safety? 

Yes, my closet to be exact. Carpeting now lay where a sec
ond floor fireplace had once roared. I was taken aback when Mr. 
Fetterman removed the carpeting to look for the chimney. Indeed, 

·it was a very narrow space. Questions ran through my mind. How 
did they do that? The skill and knowledge it took to build such a 
chimney. With a long pole, Mr. Fetterman nudged the debris free, 
poured the concrete at the bottom of the fire box and left it to cure. 

Little over a week later, Mr. Smith returned to cap the fire place and fill it with fire retardant material, 
point the old bricks and install the firebrick. The vent-free coal basket sits unwrapped next to the fireplace 
waiting for Mr. Fordyce to run the gas line, install the coal basket and the borough inspection. 

Because of their expertise and interest, Smith's Chimney Service, Williamstown, and Four Season's 
Supply, North Carolina, out of nowhere, a dream came true.+ 

l\.emembering ®Ib <.@lassboro ... continuedfi"om Page 8 

Glassboro Auto Parts (149 High Street.) 

... Darla 

In February of 1952, Russ Snow and I were hired by the American Stores, Acme, to help close 
the store at 13-15 High Street when it moved into the new store at College Avenue and Center Streets, 
the present location of the Library. We both worked at the Acme for the remaining two years of high 
school. It was the first job for both of us with a company. The manager of the store was Russ Wescott 
from Pitman. He was always smoking a cigarette down to the last inch. He was a great person who 
worked with us on our hours. When there was a dance or prom, we always visited the store first, with 
our dates dressed in their gowns and we in our tux. 

The Acme property on High Street was next used by the Baker Brothers as a variety store for 
several years. My mother, Alice Armstrong, worked there as an Assistant Manager. In the same time 
period, the A & P market moved to Delsea Drive. 

In the early 1950's, Glassboro had a Halloween block party. There was a short parade led by 
"Peps" Bennett and "Min" Walton. Following the parade, High Street was blocked off from Main 
Street to Academy Street. Glassboro High School students painted the store windows with the fall 
theme prior to the event. Judging of the costumes and other events were held. The band marched 
from the high school to the center of town and played. 

The "Cider" plant on South Delsea Drive was cooking apples for their various products. The 
apple aroma was spread through the crisp air in Glassboro. 

Visualizing that time brings back many happy memories.+ 

Greater Glassboro Grou I n c . 
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Working Toward Preserving Our Community's Heritage, Architecture and Pride 

An_ Htiis;ttoclli~~]_ W~)k_ thJr~;.ug;h the; Pats:t,, 
PT~~,s;~~t,- allid .. 

L.~:t?.rking t:~, 1tb~: Futlilll'~: 
By Darla Cassidy 

These people were not people of wealth. the two major cities. Glassboro was also 
They came from all walks of life. A a bucolic tourist attraction with Inside this issue: 

typical wage in 1917 was between $10 farmland stretching for miles, providing 
and $15. Many were poor farmers. an agricultural coup because of its 
Woman did not rr=================il 3,000 pear trees, 
have the right to 8oo apple trees, 200 
-,ote. Yet, they also cherry trees, etc. 
_vok financial part Therefore, the 
in procuring what argument was that 
they all believed a Glassboro was the 
Normal School perfect place for the 
would be --an Normal School. 
investment for the Glassboro citizens 
future of Glassboro. were looking to 
"They gave out of what they did not the future, once again in the 
have rather than what they had," to process of reinventing itself. 
quote Glassboro Historian Robert Long before Washington 
Tucker. crossed swords with the British in 

In 1917, 107 Glassboro residents Yorktown, Va., a tribe of people, 
raised more than $7,000 to purchase 25 who called themselves Unalachtigo 
acres of Whitney land tract along with (the people who live near the 
the Whitney Mansion and Carriage ocean), lived in the Glassboro 
House. They offered their purchase to area. They were part of the 
New Jersey, free, provided the state Lenni-Lenape nation. 
would locate the planned Normal They lived in a dense 
School in Glassboro. forest where little light could 

Glassworks furnaces roared. One penetrate. The woods was 
hundred trains a day which stopped at filled with chestnut, oak, and 
various train stations. The Chestnut pine trees, a stream and a 

idge development boasted that it was couple of coarse irregular 
close to two major cities, Philadelphia Roads." When Solomon 
and Camden. Students would have easy Stanger happened upon the 
access to schools they wished to visit in place with its abundance of trees along ... continued on Page 2 
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Woodrow Wilson 
1856-1924 

sey Governor and 
a President oft!Je 
United State), to 
improve the qual
ity of education of 
New Jersey chil
dren. 
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with the much needed fine white sand, he decided it would be the perfect place for 
his glassworks. Thus, in 1779, Stanger began preparations for the building of his 
glassworks factory in the land of the people who live near the ocean. Glassboro was 
invented. 

The birth of the Normal School began in 1911. Former President of Princeton 
University and President-elect Woodrow Wilson, governor of New Jersey, tele
graphed Dr. Calvin Kendall, an old time friend and educator from Indiana, asking 
him to accept the post as New Jersey's Commissioner of Education with an increase 
of salary from $5,000 to $1o,ooo. Kendall accepted the offer and one hundred 
years ago began the 12-year journey that led to the opening of Glassboro Normal 
School. 

Kendall noted that New Jersey needed more qualified teachers as a good 
number of them were untrained. In rural areas, a number of teachers taught with 
only an 8th grade education. In 1911, it was "legally possible to teach in elementary 
schools without a high school diploma and in high school without a college degree." 
The Commissioner stated, "The two Normal Schools, Montclair and Trenton, were 
crowded to capacity." Dr. Kendall told the State Boards and Legislatures that he 
wanted a Normal School in the north and in the South. 

After much battling with the State Board of Education and the State Legisla
ture, on January 4, 1913, the Legislature turned the State Board's request for a Nor
mal School in the north and in the south, into law. The statute stated that the Nor
mal School for the south had to be south of Mercer County and would serve to edu
cate persons in the Science of Education and the Art of Teaching. It also stipulated 
that no monies would be available until appropriations for the schools' construction 
were made. Therefore, the new law was "not worth the paper it was printed on." To 
the Commissioner, "it was like an automobile without an engine." 

Kendall argued that it was appalling that an affluent state like NJ would have 
three Normal Schools in the north and none in the South. "We have a sacred duty to 
the children of this State to have them taught by qualified teachers." He continued 
to bombard the State Board and Legislature, "The southern half of the state is 
probably the largest area in the eastern or northeastern section of the country with
out a state Normal School. Even the state of Maine maintains a Normal School in 
the northern part of its territory." 

In 1916, he assured the State Boards and Legislatures, "Look, it is well known 
that Normal Schools and Colleges draw the bulk of their students from the immedi
ate neighborhood. This is a fact of life, if for no other reason than, they find it 
cheaper to attend a Normal School if it is nearer home, because room and board 
items do not appear on their educational bills." The legislation continued to hold up 
the appropriations. Woodrow Wilson was now President of the U.S. 

World War I loomed on the horizon. Kendall held to his argument that 
southern New Jersey's school children deserved the education that a Normal School 
graduate could give them. 

With the sinking of the Lusitania on April12, 1917, by a German U-boat, 

... continued on Page 4 
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~We regret that we were not able to correct Dr. Charles D. Pedrick1s name. 
The correction was received after the plaque was cast in bronze. 
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Greater Glassboro Group, Inc. is a 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization in the public interest. 
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President Woodrow Wilson gravely addressed a joint session of Congress. He stated, "Reason has 
failed ... now we must resort to arms, for we will not choose the path of submission ... It is a fearful 
thing to lead this great peaceful people into war, into the most terrible and disastrous of all wars, but 
the right is more precious than peace, and we shall fight for the things we have always carried nearest 
our hearts --for democracy, the right of those who submit to authority to have a voice in their own gov
ernment." 

As he prepared the schools to support the war, Commissioner Kendall made clear the funda
mental principal that "a democracy in order to be safe for the world must be an educated democracy." 
His adage was, "The soldier fights to make the world safe for democracy; the teacher works to make 
democracy safe for the world." 

Kendall continued to argue for more qualified teachers, and with the war still raging, $300,000 
was finally appropriated by the New Jersey Legislature for the construction of a Normal School in 
southern New Jersey. Kendall had dreamed of the Normal School having an exemplary faculty consist
ing of at least one-half males, but this reality did not take place. In 1917, the State Board of Education 
assumed its legal responsibility of control and management and planned to build the southern New 
Jersey Normal School. Calvin Kendall, the father of the dream, was, now to his great disappointment, 
only an advisor. 

The State board asked interested communities to give bids for building a school within their 
boundaries. A new board member from Glassboro was added-Thomas Whitney Synnott, "a member 
of the old-time Glassboro family." Mr. Synnott was the son of Dr. Myles Synnott and Harriet Heston 
Whitney, daughter of Ebenezer and Bathsheba Whitney. Thomas Synnott began his work in his Uncle 
Whitney's glassworks company as an Assistant Bookkeeper. By the age of 27, he had become General 
Business Manager of the glassworks while his cousin, John Whitney, operated the actual manufactur
ing. He was also the current president of the Glassboro National Bank. Applications poured into the 
state from all over--Hammonton, Pleasantville, Vineland, Bridgeton, Woodbury, Pitman and Glass
boro. All the localities sent representatives to fight for the Normal School to be built within their 
boundaries. Glassboro's representative carried a brief with eight reasons why the Normal School 
should be located in Glassboro: 
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1. The Glassboro site has the advantage of being in the center of southern New Jersey. 

2. More than 100 trains stopped in Glassboro daily. Commuting students from all over 
southern New Jersey's principal towns have access to the railroad. 

3. Two-thirds of the tract is sparsely covered with massive oak trees and acreage is tillable 
and covered with grass. It has a beauty that only nature can provide. 

. .. continued on Page 5 
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4. Topographically, the Holly Bush tract is one of the highest points in southern New 
Jersey and has excellent drainage possibilities with an elevation of 170 feet. 

5. The Whitney Mansion contains nineteen large rooms which can provide housing to 
students or faculty. 

6. Glassboro is a stable community of 3,000 people supported economically by the 
right blending of industry and agriculture. Also available are up-to-date electric light, 
gas, and water utilities to meet twentieth-century needs. 

7. Eight Protestant denominations and one Catholic Church offer students the solace that relig
ion brings. 

8. A modern high school and a new nineteen-room elementary school provide an excellent 
student teaching experiences for the Normal School students. 

Finally, Glassboro will nurture school spirit because it is without outside distractions and it is located 
in the country. Students studying to teach may travel inexpensively to visit schools in Philadelphia. 

The arguments were not enough and on August 11, 1917, the State Board of Education 
~ommittee could not agree upon a locality. Thomas Synnott then asked Commissioner Calvin Kendall 
co gather data showing the cost, distance and time required for transportation between the high 
school centers in the six southern counties including the towns of Bridgeton, Glassboro, Pleasantville, 
and Woodbury. 

The State board Committee recommended Glassboro to be the Normal School site. On June 2, 

1917, it was recognized by the Committee that 107 of the Glassboro residents raised $7,066 for the 
purchase of 25 acres contained in the projected location. "Glassboro's civic minded citizens offered the 
acreage to the State free of charge, urging the State Board to accept the offer and also recommended 
that the State purchase 30 addition acres of the Whitney tract at a cost not to exceed $16,ooo." Pit
man, Glassboro's competitor, conceded. On December 1, 1917, the Southern New Jersey Normal 
School property was titled to the State of New Jersey. 

At last, in 1918, the long four year struggle over where the school should be built was finally set
tled and the Legislature had appropriated money for construction costs. The carnage and devastation 
of World War I was nearing its end. Hopes were high, but wartime forces kept progress at bay. In 
1919, the newspapers reported, "There is more or less certainty that the Glassboro Normal School will 
be a reality in the course of a year." In October 1919, the Board approved the architectural plans. They 
did so knowing that they did not have the funds to execute them. After eight years of struggle the 
Glassboro Normal School was still only a dream. 

In 1920, the lowest bid for the Normal Schools construction came in at $700,000. In 1921, the 
State Board of Education was given appropriations of $550,000. Gone were the plans for a separate 
heating plant. Gone were the plans of a side track from the nearby railroad station to the Normal 
School building. These eliminations were not enough. The shape of Bunce Hall was changed from the 
~hape of an "E" to a "T." Gone were the dreams of an elongated classroom, library and manual train-
ag facility. These plans were given up with doubts and reservations. 

. .. continued on Page 7 
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Supporters Contact 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Gallia 
Glassboro Memorial Post #679 
William and Anna Pote 

Major Contributors 
Lucile Pfleeger 
Dr and Mrs. Donald Farish 
Ronald & Joan Cunningham 
WE COM 

Darla Cassidy, President 
856.881.1112 

Mary Lee Donahue, Grant Director 
856.881.4345 
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(McCullough) 
Janet Atkinson, Membership Chair 

856.582.2106 

*Checks to support Greater Glassboro Group are made out to: Greater Glassboro Group 
*Checks for Save Our Station are made out to: Greater Glassboro Group SOS 

------------------
We Invite You to Join Our Group 

Please enroll me as an annual member: 
Individual ($25) 
Family ($30) 
Business ($50) 

I want to be a Supporter ($1 00) __ _ 
Major Contributor ($200) __ _ 

Name: ---------------------------------
Phone: ______________________________ ___ 
Address: ______________ _ 

Signature: 

Greater Glassboro Group, Inc., is a 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization in the public interest. 
All donations are tax deductible. 

------------------



On February 10, 1922, massive power shovels dug into the soil. Construction of the Normal School 
had begun! The days ahead were fraught with brickyard strikes, insufficiency of materials, and not 
enough workmen for the job. The State Board intervened. Remedies were put in place. In September, 
1923, Glassboro Normal School opened its doors with Principal Dr. J. J. Savitz and a 16-member faculty 
consisting of mostly women and 236 students . 

• 
• 
• 
• 

Let us not forget that the citizens of Glassboro's past 
forged the foundation on which Rowan University and 
Rowan Boulevard now rest. Knowing and understanding 
the past provides a guide to the perplexing problems of 
today and the future. From the magnets of the Whitney, 
Synnott, Cappies, and those who gave out of what they 
did not have, to the citizens of Glassboro today, who 
struggle to hang on to our historic structures, to those 
who live in Glassboro and make their living at Rowan 
University, whether the institution is known as Glassboro 
Normal School, Glassboro State College or Rowan Uni
versity--the institution is intertwined with Glassboro and 
its citizens looking to the future. 

Glassboro has once again reinvented itself. I thank 
Marilyn Plasket and Robert Tucker for all their help in 

the telling of this story. Additional stories can be found in past Greater 
Glassboro Group's newsletters and the subsequent stories in this edition. The books "More 

Than Cold Stone," written by Dr. Robert Bole, and "The Glassboro Story," written by Dr. Robert Bole and 
Edward Walton, are the sources of this article. For more information these books can be found in the 
Glassboro Public Library. 

I came to town hoping to breathe vitality back into my 1910 home and my late 18oo's neighbor
-- ..>od. Never did I dream I would be a part of and witness to Glassboro once again reinventing itself. • 
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Garden Party 
The Garden Party was held on a chilly and 
windy day for the 22nd of May. Guests decided 
to brave the chill in order to spend their time 
among the flowers and shrubbery. Bernice 
Willis' granddaughters played croquet while 
Linda Richardson filled the air with lilting 
tunes from her flute and the older folks chatted. 

Janet Atkinson and her daughter, Shan
non Armstrong, made delicious and lovely tea 
sandwiches. Stephanie Wolfgang baked a cake 
with alternating strips of piped vanilla and 
chocolate frosting which was raffled at the 
party. For dessert, Stephanie made garden cup
cakes with a picket fence, green grass and yel
low, blue and red flowers. She also made 
chocolate ladybugs and placed them around the 
cupcake gardens. 

We look forward to our annual Fund
raiser in the garden, listening to music, tasting 
delicious finger food and chatting with our 
guests.~ 

Scrapbook Page 
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I read with. great interest the qroucester County Tzmes articfe of Jlugust 15 that described the efforts of your group 
to memoria{ize the origina[ donors for the [ani purchase that wou[d host a State 9\brmal Schoo[ in our community. 'Ifiough. I 
was aware of this activity in 191 '0 the articfe provided the first gfimpse at the name of those donors. I recognized the names of 3 
of my ancestors-pfease see be[ow those origina[ donors to whom I am re[ated: 

Jl[bert J. Mc![adden- first cousin, 3 ~removed (my great-grandmother's 
first cousin) 

Jl[bert and his wife, Cfara, hai no ch.ifdren, be he operated the Mc![adden 
Variety Store in town and was very prosperous and we{f-kJwwn. 
rniere are many Mc![adden descendants now on the f£ast Coast. 

george l)(eebfer- second cousin, 2 ~removed. :Jle and his famify hai a 
[ovefy home on 1£,[[is Street' he was a former gfassb[ower, 
qfassboro postmaste0 and Jlssembfy candidate. 

Jlmandus Jl. Weisner- father-in-[aw of a first cousin, three ~removed. :Jle operated a 
monument-making business onJlcademy Street (house and work§hop are sti[[ there, 
across from the fire house). 

In the 1980's and'90's, I hai the distinct pfeasure of workjng with. one of the former 9\brma[ Schoo[ graduates, Miss 
Miriam :Jlarper. Miss :Jlarper fiver£ in Westvi[[e, 9\[J her entire fije, and trave[erf to the 9\brma[ Schoo[ by train each. day. On that 
train, she met a tJ3oard of l£ducation member from :Jlarrison rrownsh.ip. :Jle hired her on the spot based on fine teacher preparation, 
and she enjoyed a 48-year career as a first grade teacher in Mu[fica J-li[[! 

'IIian!(you for your efforts to memoria{ize the origina[ donors who had a great vision for qfassboro fof[owing the demise 
of Whitney qfass Work§. I [ool(jorward to feaming more about the dedication ceremony. 
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Sincerefy 9'"ours, tJ3arbara :Jvf.. (jibbs 
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G assboro Gr<>·Up 

by Lucile Pneeger 

This year, 2011, G3's 
project is, in cooperation with 
Rowan University, to place 
either a plaque, or a 
monument, with the 107 

names of the FOUNDERS, 
(Glassboro citizens), who 
contributed the money which 
helped to bring the Normal 
School to Glassboro. 

The memorial will be 
placed somewhere on the 
campus of Rowan University. 
The placement will be 
determined at a later date. 

The G3 committee has met 
with the administration of 

Rowan University who have 
pledged their cooperation in 
the project. 

G3 is raising funds for the 
project. Rowan University 
plans to contribute funds, and 
to provide expertise for the 
project. 

The Greater Glassboro 
Group committee members 
piloting the project are Lucile 
Pfleeger, Chair, Mary Lee 
Donahue, Julie Larson, Vicki 
Schodowski, Bernice Willis and 
Randi Wolf, along with the rest 
of the G3 members. 

... continued on Page 4 
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Scrapbook Page 7 

Meetings, 8 
Our Mission & 
Officers 

Music of Yesteryear Concert 
The Chestnut Ridge Centennial Concert "Music 

of Yesteryear" was held at the Presbyterian 
Church located on historic University 
Boulevard, Sunday, October 24, 2010. It 
was the last commemorative occasion of 
the year's events celebrating the 
hundredth year of Chestnut Ridge. 

Vibrant, as well as energetic G3 
member, Lucile Pfleeger, brought together 
the talented committee consisting of: 
Warren Garden; Chair, Dr. Ed Avril; Dr. 
Larry and Sue Stewart. 

. .. continued on Page 5 
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On a cold, sunny Sunday afternoon in March, Janet Atkinson (nee Davis) came to lunch. 
The deep yellow forsythia in its tall, slender vase added delight and warmth as we chatted over 
lunch about the long winter. Our conversation drifted to her childhood memories of Easter tra
ditions. As a young girl, her parents owned the Franklin House Inn which was torn down in 
2003. Her family purchased the Inn around 1907 or 1908. The Landmark Bar and Grill 
stands in its place. 

Janet recalled, "The town always looked so pretty as the buds blossomed on the trees 
and the flowers began to bloom. The pink dogwoods would be in bloom on the Main Street 
side of the hotel and yellow daffodils lined the white fence facing Main Street." 

Janet recounted that her father made eggnog on Good Friday during the Holy Hours of 
12:00-3:00 PM when the bar closed. When the Holy Hours were over, he opened the bar again 
and gave the customers a free cup of eggnog, hoping the customers would purchase more. · 

"We would dye Easter eggs Saturday evening. When we 
woke up on Easter morning, we had new dresses, hats, gloves, 
patent leather shoes and petticoats-all from the Easter Bunny 
to be worn later to St. Thomas's Episcopal Church. The Easter 
Bunny had hidden the eggs and after church, we would 
Easter eggs outside in the yard. 

The Highway 322 parking lot now stands where there 
once was a pasture for sheep and a horse. In the back yard 
next to the Episcopal Parsonage, a chicken yard housed chick
ens and ducks. 

When I was 6 or 7 years old, my sisters gave me two baby roosters-one orange and 
one black-purchased for Easter from the Glassboro feed store. It was a big surprise when 
they brought chicks to me in the kitchen. They turned out to be very mean and would chase 
me all around the chicken yard when I collected the eggs. 

My parents always held an open house on Easter Sun
day afternoon for friends and neighbors where they would 
serve eggnog in the dining room. The friends, family and 
neighbors would stand around and visit during the early af
ternoon, dressed in their Easter finery. 

After I was married, my sister, Celia, and my husband 
kept the tradition of making eggnog during the Holy Hours 
while I took Celia's and my children to church." 

Janet said that her father-in-law told her of a group of 
men who visited the different bars in town after the Holy 
Hours. Afterwards, they voted on which bar had the best eggnog. She surmises that it was an 
attempt by these men to get more than one cup of eggnog. The recipe remains a family secret. 

These are Janet's treasured memories of Easter when she lived as a child with her par
ents, siblings and guests during the 1940's and early 'so's at the Franklin House Inn . 

... continued on Page 3 
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The Franklin House once held the beat of the town within its walls. 
Sometime in 1771, it was a log cabin home but in 1778, the structure 

was known as the Tavern. In 1786, it was purchased by the Hestons and became known as the 
Heston Tavern, or Glassborough Tavern. In 1802, the name changed to the Black Horse Inn. 
Later, in 1817, it became known as the Friendship Tavern. The name again changed in 1843 to 
the Paul's Hotel. The Paul's Hotel name gave way to the Bismark House in 1872 and finally, in 
1907, the Bismark House became The Franklin House. 

As the spring winds blow cold, beautiful flowers break forth in the warmth of the sun 
and thus, new traditions are being made. Even though the old structure has been dismantled, 
the new structure-appropriately named Landmark Americana -carries on the tradition of the 
Tavern. Where workers once gathered, students, parents, teachers and towns people gather 
for a bite and exchange the tidings of the day-as of days of old. -*• 

.. . 'Daltfa 
Vessimists/()Ptimists 

The pessimists fear the train station will fall down of its own volition before a nail has 
been hammered or a board replaced. For those of us feeling a bit more optimistic about our 
train station, progress, though extremely slow, is being made. A construction manager has · 
been hired and a request for qualified contractors to present their bids has gone out. Progress 
in also being made as the engineer is working toward sewer hook-up, and work is in progress 
to receive final approval and deed approval for the right of way 
from Conrail. 

The most astonishing news is that Certification of Eligi
bility from the NJ Historic Trust has given its green light to 
move forward in order to register the train station as a State 
and National Historic site. Diana Pierce, devoted to saving our 
built environment, will be assisting in this endeavor. To that 
end Chestnut Ridge Centennial End of The Year Party has con
tributed $130.00 to the G3 train station fund for furbishing in
side the train station once it is completed. Also donated for the 
train station was a set of Victorian ere china given by Mary Lee 
Donahue, and an original set of architectural plans and drawings of Chestnut Ridge Estates 
from the Suplee family. ~ 
------------------------------------------------------------

Diana Leads Charge 
G3 was totally unprepared when Darla Cassidy, President of G3, was invited to a meet

ing held in the President's Office of Rowan University and learned that the WhitneyfCapie 
House was soon to be demolished. Members of the group ex
perienced a range of emotion not experienced during the past 
ten years of the organization's life. Some were enraged, others 
were numb from disbelief. 

To no avail, Diana Piece, Preservation Chair of G3, 
soon took the reins and organized the attack to save the 163 
old Whitney/Capie House. It was owned by the descendants 
of the Whitney Glassmaking family and was the last structure 
in Glassboro directly connected to the founders .. . continued on 
Page4 



Diana Leads Charge .... continuedfrom Page 3 

of the colonial-era "Glasstown in the woods," and the only one to reveal how prominent 19th 
and 20th century southern Jersey industrialists actually lived and worked. The last resident of 
the family to live in the Whitney Capie house was Anne Whitney Capie. 

We moved from an industrialized community with the welcome addition of the Normal 
School into the information age from which Rowan University (Glassboro State College) came 
into being. The institution's growth has changed Glassboro. We have moved from industry 
to a University-driven town. With the loss of the Whitney/Capie House we no longer have our 
built storied past as our visual and spiritual reminder of the links from the present to the 
past ... 

Glassboro's Gift to Future Generation ... continuedfrom Page 1 

Glassboro, from the beginning, made great efforts to educate their children. For 
instance, the public schools held classes in the evenings for the boys, as young as ten years of 
age, called "snapping up" boys, who worked in the glass factories. The schools also taught the 
children finance, including how to bank their money--after the policy of being paid in 
company script was abolished. The high school in 1908-09 served students from Pitman, 
Monroe, Elk, Washington and Harrison Townships. 

An interesting history of the Glassboro schools is included in the Robert Bole-Edward 
H. Walton, Jr. book, "The Glassboro Story--1779-1984." In the early 1900's, there was ·a great 
need for teacher training institutions in New Jersey, especially in South Jersey. The only state 
operated "normal" schools were located in Montclair and Trenton. When the State Board of 
Education decided to build a new Normal School it sent out requests for proposals from 
several communities in south Jersey, including Glassboro. 

In response, the Glassboro Township Committee made formal application in 1913 to 
have the new teacher preparation institution located in the "Town of Glass." 

Glassboro had an advantage in that Thomas Synott, a former glass company owner and 
president of the local bank, was a member of the State Board of Education and was appointed 
to the Normal School Selection Committee. 

Thomas Synott cleverly persuaded the State Board to adopt the following motion: 
"Upon motion of Mr. Synott, the Secretary was instructed to prepare 
for the Board a schedule showing the distance, time required for 
transportation, and the cost of transportation between the high 
school centers in the six southern counties of the State and Bridgeton, 
Glassboro, Pleasantville and Woodbury, together with such other 
information as he may be able to obtain concerning transportation 
facilities,for submission to members of the within the next week." 

Glassboro's rivals were indignant and accused Synott of owning the land Glassboro was 
offering, or, as a bank official, holding a mortgage on the land, which Synott effectively 
refuted. 

To "clinch the deal" in 1917 one hundred seven Glassboro residents offered the state 
over $6,500 for the purchase of 25 acres of land on the Whitney Estate, which included 
Hollybush and the Carriage House. . .. continued on Page 5 



Glassboro's Gift to Future Generation ... continuedfrom Page 4 

There were eleven individual donations of $350 each as follows: 
S.A. Whitney, Dr. C.S. Heritage, Dr. Howard Iszard, W.A. Downer, S.H. Stanger and Sons, 

S.W. Downer, Charles Repp, and the New Jersey Gas Company, plus A.R. Kandle Oumber) and 
Peter Scott of Pitman (Pitman joined in supporting Glassboro's proposal when they became aware 
that they were not finalists.) Several of these owned businesses would definitely benefit from the 
building of the Normal School in Glassboro. The remainder of the 107 Glassboro citizens, most 
with modest incomes, contributed varying amounts. 

In the following quote, the State Board justified its selection by pointing out that the Town of 
Glass: 

"Was near the geographical and population centers of the six southern 
counties which the school was intended to serve 

Had excellent railroad facilities 
Was near the South Jersey High Schools, a fact that would reduce student 

railroad commuting cost to a minimum 
Had site 'which is one of the most beautiful in south Jersey.' 
Was donating twenty-five acres of land at no cost to the state 

This land, together with thirty additional acres State intended to 
purchase would provide ample room for expansion, which is bound 
to occur in the near future." 

Had homes at which students and teachers might board, if they so desired", 

Quotes from The Glassboro Story- "In 1907, with the State's contributions, New J,ersey had 
clear title to the Glassboro 55 acres site and was owner of the famed 'Whitney Estate'." 

Many obstacles had to be overcome before the Glassboro Normal School opened in June 
1923, for a summer school session. 

Bole-Walton's book reports that Dr. Howard Iszard, Secretary of the Glassboro Citizen's 
Committee, thanked the State Board of Education for their decision to place the Normal School in 
Glassboro. 

This proves that citizen's groups, such as Greater Glassboro Group, can accomplish great 
things. .. .Lucile Pfieeger 
Addendum: 
On the list of the 107 donors were seven women. Two identified themselves as being married 
(perhaps widows) and used MRS. Five were unmarried, and were in all probability teachers 
who, at that time, were not allowed to be married and employed. This writer remembers two 
the women as colleagues and retirees from the Glassboro Public Schools. • 

Music of Yesteryear ... continuedfrom page 1 

Dr. John Pastin, Chair of Rowan University's Music Department and Director of Bands is 
also a retired Director of the US Navy Band, Washington, D.C. Through his experience of 
performing and directing US Navy Bands traveling the globe, he was able to contribute his 
experience in programming the Pops Concert. . .. continued on Page 6 



of Yesteryear ... continued from page 5 

He focused on music from the early part of the century beginning with 1910. With Dr. 
Pastin's guidance and assistance, his graduate conducting student, Steven Goldeck, conducted the 
wind ensemble at the afternoon event. Dr. Pastin served as narrator for the concert and then con
ducted the last song, Irving Berlin's "God Bless America," premiered in 1910. 

The audience was thrilled. The Committee was so pleased that students from Rowan Univer
sity participated in the Chestnut Ridge Centennial. We are all grateful to Steven Goldeck and Dr. 
John Pastin. • 

Corporate Supporters 

Vin~ent Marone 
{Marone PharJDa~y) 
Groff Nursery 

Major Contributors 

Ludle POeeger 

Dr Don Farish & Dr To10 Gallia 

{Rowan University) 

Maio Farish 

WE COM 

Contact 
Darla Cassidy 

President 
856.881.1112 

Mary Lee Donahue 
Grant Diredor 
856.881.4345 

Janet Atkinson 
Me10bership Chair 
856.582.2106 ·. 

----------------
We Invite You to Join Our Group 

Please enroll me as an annual member: 
Individual ($25) 
Family ($30) 
Business ($50) 

I want to be a Corporate Supporter ($1 00) __ _ 
Major Contributor ($200) __ _ 

Name: ------------------
Phone: --------------------------------
Address: -------------------------------

Signature: 

Greater Glassboro Group, Inc., is a 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization in the public interest. 
All donations are tax deductible. 
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October 2010 

Volume 7 Issue 2 

Gro-u.p 
Working Toward Preserving Our Community's Heritage, Architecture and Pride 

4 Brief ttistory Of 
ISismere schOOl 

In this issue: 

In order to relieve the problems of 
overcrowding and with the distance 
black students had to travel to the 
South Glassboro School, located off 
South Academy Street in the 
neighborhood of the Lawns, the 
Glassboro Board of Education voted 
to rent space in Emanuel Baptist 
Church for the 1923-1924 school 
year. It was in this church building 
that Miss Bertha Turner came to 
Glassboro and began her teaching 
career. Over time, through her 
dedication, "Miss Turner was 

by Robert Tucker 

Elsmere School" to the students and 
adults in the neighborhood. She was a 
teacher from1923 to 1963. 

In 1924, toward the close of 
the first school in the Emanuel 
Baptist church, a group of residents 
from Elsmere went to the Board of 
Education and requested that a 
separate school be built because the 
present school was not adequate to 
meet the growing population. The 
board formed a committee to find a 
lot for another colored school. 

... continued on Page 4 

A Brief History of 

Elsmere School 

Music of Yesteryear: 

The Early 1900s 

From the Pres ... 2 

Garden Party 2010 3 

Membership 7 

Scrapbook Page - 9 
Garden Party 

Meetings, Our 10 
Mission & Officers 

A Chestnut Ridge Centennial Light' Concert of 1910-1950's Music 

ROW AN UNIVERSITY WIND ENSEMBLE 

DR. JOHN PASTIN, Director of Bands, 
Chair, Rowan Music Department 

STEVEN GOLDECK, Conductor 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
300 UNIVERSITY BLVD 
GLASSBORO I NJ 08028 

FREE - Donations Accepted 
*Checks to support Greater Glassboro Group are made out to: Greater Glassboro Group 
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TAKE jOf 

To the historians of Glassboro, Rowan University's decision to take 
down the Whitney Capie house came as a shock as Rowan had in the 
fall of 2005 told our reporter, Lucile Pfleeger, that " . . . Holly 
Bush will be a priority ... restoration of the Whitney/Capie house 
will follo"r as soon as possible." Gloucester County times, Sunday, 
February 5, 2006 repo1ied Mr. Joe Brigandi said at the G3 Historic 
Preservation Workshop held at Rowan, "'We realize the significance 
of- long term investments to bring economic development dollars 
in, as well as to preserve the historical aspect." 

What did G3 take away from this experience? We learned 
that the Historic Preservation Code was not and is being ignored and 
has not been enforced. Therefore, we intend to make our wishes 
known to town council that we value our historic past and we expect 

------------ our Historic Preservation Code to be adhered to and not used just as 

f'ROM ~Jr'HE: f>RE:S ... 
--------------

----------""""'-----

The gloonz of the world 
is but a shadow. 

Behind it, 
yet within our reach 

is joy. 
Take joy. 

... Fra Giovanni, 
written Christmas eve 1513 

---····--··---··-·····-······-····-········· 

"guild lines." We also learned that we need to check with the Uni
versity to make sure that they are living up to what they said, rather 
than trusting Rowan University words because they said it. 

We "take joy" because, though the leadership of our Preser
vation Chair, Diana Pierce, the Train Station is rapidly going out to 
bid. A construction manager, Lammey & Giorgio fr9m Haddon 
Township, was selected to oversee the renovation. They 'have an ex
cellent record of historic restoration. There is paperwork that still 
has to be completed before they start but it is moving forward. G3 

presently has approximately $5,000 to spend on decorating and fur
nishing the Train Station. We will be happy to accept donations
please make your check payable to Greater Glassboro Group SOS 
(Save our Station). Through our membership chairs, Mary Lee 
Donahue, Dennis Fotia, and Lucile Pfleeger, the Chestnut Ridge 
Centennial Celebration has truly been a jubilant celebration. It con
tinues, through the leadership of Warren Gardner and Lucile Pflee-
ger, as we look forward to a concert of The Music of Yesteryear: The 
Early 1900's Music, being held at the First Presbyterian Church on 
University Boulevard and we were more than pleased with the turn
out and success of the Chestnut Ridge Centennial History Work
shop, hosted by Mary Lee Donahue, held at Rowan University, and 
the most recent and enjoyable House and Garden Tour event, under 
the direction of Dennis Fotia, Tour Guide. 

We wish to express our gratitude to those who helped make 
all the above events possible along with the very profitable Yard 
Sale and the triumphant Block Party. Bill, Lou, Nick - are you 
ready to do it again next year? ·~=~ 

... 'Dada 



Group 

t was a glorious day for a 
garden party as the guests 
gathered for the annual G3 

fundraiser. A superlative 
ambiance was set with the 
gentle, melodic sounds 
wafting through the quiet 
breeze, created once again 
by Linda Richardson, 
flautist. 

Vickie Schodowski 
read poetry to the gathered 
guests, among them our 
favorite The Center of Town. 
The poem depicts the 
author's (our own poet 
Vickie Schodowski) walk to 
and from then Glassboro 
State College. 

Among the honored 
guests were: Mayor Leo 
McCabe and his wife Mary, 
Council-woman Ingres 
Simpson, and former 
Councilman Robert Bates 
and his wife Jenny. 

On our Scrapbook 
Page are: Carmen Johnson, 
Janet Atkinson, Lucile 
Pfleeger and her daughter 

Karen, Reverend Bernice 
Willis, Dennis Fotia and 
Randi Wolf, Ka-Msiyara 
Corbett and Michele 
Pich, Stephanie 
Wolfgang, Susan 
Summerfield, 
Pierce and 
Schodowski. 

Delicious 
punch was served -
a concoction of fruit 
JUices, and orange 
sherbet topped with 
maraschino cherries. The 
punch was served in a glass 
punch bowl with matching 
cups. Varieties of tea 
sandwiches and an 
assortment of fruit were 
served. The table was 
decorated with pink table 
linens and a center piece of 
peonies with large white 
blooms with occasional 
flecks of crimson from the 
garden of Janet Atkinson. In 
the dining room, the table 
was set with white linens 
and held a center piece of 
three pale green orchids 
floating in a bowl. The 
orchids were surrounded by 
a delicious assortment of 
confections (created by 
Randi Wolf) and fanciful 
cakes and popsicle candy 
(created by Stephanie 
Wolfgang). 

G3 is grateful to all 
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those who gave thoughtful 
and generous donations 
amounting to approximately 
$900.00. 

The contributions 
received will enable us to 
continue working toward 
preserving our community's 
heritage, architecture and 
pride. By publishing the 
work of Glassboro's 
historians, giving 
information about on-going 
walking tours, showing our 
commitment to the Train 
Station preservation, and 
completing the 2010 
Chestnut Ridge Centennial 
Celebration project, we will 
continue the fight to save 
our built environment. 
(Orchids donated by Flowers 
By Design, 9 East High Street, 
Glassboro) 

We remember our friend, 
Corinne Somers 

::;; .. ;.;, .. ; ... ;;;;;;;;~····~···~·~;~··~;;;;~;;:; .•. ; .. ~;;;.;,;;.;.~; .. ;~·~·~····~~·~··••:••·~~·;;;;;~~~·~;;;;;;;;.;;.;;.;;;;;;;;;;;;;:;;.;;;.;;;;;;;;;.;;;; 

Greater Glassboro Group, Inc. is a 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization in the public interest. 
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"It would cost more to 

fill the land in 

than the land 

would ever 

be worth." 

----------------------
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A Brief History of Elsmere School...continuedfrom page I 

They first approached William Lipkins, the real estate owner 
who was selling building lots in the area. They had hoped he ·would 
donate the land as the great Eastern Building Corporation had done in 
South Glassboro but to no avail. Lipkins did, however offer land at a 
greatly reduced price. The land that he offered was in a low swampy 
area. Board members made a decision that the land was entirely too 
low and to quote one of the members, "'It would cost more to fill the 
land in than the land would ever be worth." They then asked Lipkins 
for a better site at a better price. 

There was no tnovetnent or response to that request so the 
Board set out to find a better location. This time the Board received 
input from the parents in Elsmere. They recommended the corner of 
Lincoln Boulevard, otherwise known as Ellis Street, and Higgins Drive, 
formally known as New Jersey Avenue. The price Lipkins wanted was 
considered by the Borough attorney to be excessive. The Board of 
Education's solicitor, Elemer B. Wood, had advised them not to take 
the corner property by eminent domain because it was privately owned. 
By December, the solicitor had done nothing concerning the Board 
decision to purchase the site. In January, there \vas another motion 
made, this time "instructing" him to purchase the lots that had been 
voted on. On thirteen separate occasions, the Board of Education 
instructed solicitor Woods to purchase or take the property. He did 
nothing. With no action having been taken, the residents from Elsmere 
again appeared before the Board-- this tiine, led by Miss Fannie Pierce, 
and in all likelihood, accompanied by Mr. Charles Parker, Mrs. Mary 
James, Ernest Graves, Richard Daley~ George Valentine Tucker (my 
grandfather) and Miss Viola Willian1s Banks. After they requested 
action on the site, Board Member Jan1es Hutt read a resolution telling 
Woods to act. A roll call vote followed and it passed. Still Woods did 
nothing. 

The general school election would be held a little later that year 
and perhaps Solicitor Woods was waiting to see if the public would 
vote against building another school. He must have been greatly 
disappointed when the results were counted. There were 49 votes in 
favor and only three votes against. The ballot question that year asked 
for $800 for the land, plus funds to build and equip the new school. 

Bear in mind now, residents of Glassboro had just turned down 
a ballot question to build a ne\\7 high school. But they decided to spend 
$800 for the land and voted in favor of borrowing the money. The 
Board members lost no time in giving instructions to solicitor Woods to 
buy or take the lots on which that they had voted for in the December 
tneeting. Woods had still done nothing. 

Remetnber now, despite the September votes, Woods continued 
to favor the more remote lots in the swampy area on Perishing Drive. It 
is reasonable to believe that a long heated discussion over the site 
followed. To reinforce the board~s position, the President called for a 
roll call vote. It passed. Still Woods did nothing. . .. continued on Page 5 



''During the depth of 

the depression, the 

WPA project sponsored 

dances contest, talent 

contests and plays" 
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A Brief History of Elsmere School ..... continuedjl-om page 4 

The general school election would be held a little later 
that year and perhaps Solicitor Woods was waiting to see if the 
public would vote against building another school. He must 
have been greatly disappointed when the results were counted. 
There were 49 votes in favor and only three votes against. The 
ballot question that year asked for $800 for the land, plus funds 
to build and equip the new school. 

Bear in mind now, residents of Glassboro had just 
turned down a ballot question to build a new high school. But 
they decided to spend $800 for the land and voted in favor of 
borrowing the money. The Board members lost no time in 
giving instructions to solicitor Woods to buy or take the lots on 
which that they had voted for in the December meeting. Woods 
had still done nothing. 

Remember now, despite the September votes, Woods 
continued to favor the more remote lots in the swampy area on . 
Perishing Drive. It is reasonable to believe that a long heated 
discussion over the site followed. To reinforce the board's 
position, the President called for a roll call vote. It passed. 

The annual 1927 School Board election saw the largest 
turn out in Glassboro history until that time. The questions for 
the Elsmere School were on the ballot and they were all 
approved. After acquiring the land and getting approval to 
finance, construction began on the second segregated school in 

the Borough. I can 
find no evidence 
that there was ever a 
cornerstone laying 
or an official 
opening of the 
building. Former 
students who I 

interviewed, told me that one morning Miss Bertha Turner lined 
up all the students and instructed them to march down the 
church steps, cross the street and enter the new Elsmere School. 

The new school building soon became the pride of the 
neighborhood and was the meeting place for the Parent 
Teachers Association. The college students, who were housed 
in private homes in Elsmere, had formed a club the Ultra Royal 
Sapiens. They gave dances featuring live bands. It was the 
center of the community. I clearly remember the first political 
rally held there and the slogan "Win with Wilke.~' It was during 
the depth of the depression. The Work Projects Administration 
(WP A) sponsored dance contests, talent contests and plays. 
They also held classes to teach the adult residents . 

. .. continued on Page 6 



"I'm proud to say that 

the rose bush that was 

over the entrance to 

the sidewalk, was 

donated by my 

Grandmother, Georgia 

Norwood Williamson." 
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A Brief History of Elsmere School ... continuedfi·om page 5 

Once the school was built, the Board simply deserted it -- no 
landscaping, no shrubberies and no grass. After a long delay, the School 
Board did, however, install a sidewalk from the front door to the street. 
Mr. J. C. Higgins, the second janitor, would go into the woods and dig up 
trees to plant around the school yard. The pine trees that are now along 
Higgins Drive were planted by him. Years later, Higgins Drive was 
named after him. 

Once the parents realized that the Board did not intend to 
landscape the school, parents were asked to donate shrubbery and trees. 
I'm proud to say that the rose bush that was over the entrance to the 
sidewalk was donated by my Grandmother, Georgia Norwood 
Williamson. Mrs. Ruby Rolax, a student there, remembers Mr. Higgins 
coming to her home and asking permission to dig up a small sycamore 
tree that had sprung up in their yard. As well, Mr. Curtis Williams recalled 
the planting of the large oak tree at the back of the school yard. It is still 
there. 

The increased enrollment soon dictated that one teacher was not 
enough. The Board voted to hire Miss Caroline Parma as a second teacher. 
Miss Palmer is credited with overseeing that the Board of Education 
provided supplies that the other borough elementary schools had. As a 
student in 1947-48, I remember the textbooks were those that had been 
initially issued to the Academy Street students, five or six years earlier. I 
do not recall ever seeing a science instrument of any type. 

Soon after beginning her teaching duties, Miss Palmer requested 
the Board's permission to start a night school. I think the night school was 
designed to accommodate adults, as well as those student who were not 
returning in September because they had found farm, canning, or house 
jobs that would keep them out of school until late fall. 

While the building was heavily used by community groups, it was 
not open to everyone. In 1938, the Glassboro Enterprise reported that a 
Philadelphia group had gotten permission to use the building for a 
meeting. When the Elsmere residents heard of this, they went immediately 
to the Board asking them to withdraw that permission. The name of the 
group was not mentioned in the Board minutes but the antidotal record 
says that it was the Universal Negro Improvement Association, headed by 
Marcus Garvey. At the time, there were several Garvey-ites living in 
Elsmere. The Garvey movement wanted to create a chapter. However, 
they met in private homes. 

The original school house was designed for four rooms but 
because the bids were higher than what the voters had approved, only two 
rooms were finished. The two rooms soon proved to be inadequate. By 
1933, the Board minutes show there were 130 kindergarten to eighth 
grade students. The residents voted to go to the Board of Education, with 

... continued on Page 8 
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------------------
We Invite You to Join Our Group 
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: 
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Greater Glassboro Group, Inc., is a 501 (c) (3) non-prQ[it organization in the public interest. 
All donations are tax deductible. 
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A Brief History of Elsmere School...continuedjl-om page 6 

Miss Fanny Pierce as spokesperson, to request that the multi-grade classes come to an end. The multi
grade classes continued until the rest of the rooms were finished and opened for classes. A third teacher 
was hired, and later a fourth-- Bertha Turner, Carlton Palmer, Nolin Dansbury Harris and Mr. Philips. 
Years later, Mr. Earl Hinton, Mrs. Nutt and Deloris Harris also taught there. 

By 1947, the enrollment had risen to 115 students. This number included the 7th and 8th graders 
from the South Glassboro School; but change was COMING. 

Glassboro Enterprise carried an announcement that all 7th and 8th grade students would now 
report to Academy Street School as of September 8, 1948. This signaled the return to integrated 
elementary education in the Borough of Glassboro. It broke the pattern that had existed for 31 years. 
Elsmere would continue as a K to 6 neighborhood school until 1963 after which it became a school for 
special need children. Later, the school print shop and it's teacher, Mr. Jeff Punda, moved from a 
rented garage on Lincoln Blvd into Elsmere School. As of 2010, it is used by the Gloucester County 
Boys & Girls Club. 

What will happen to the Elsmere, the beloved neighborhood school? What lies in it's 
future? An arsonist set fire to the South Glassboro School in 1966. I hope we can find a way to 
preserve and add it to the National List of Historic Places. ~=~ 

Photo: Darla Cassidy.facing Lincoln Frive 
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Membership is Open to Persons who Share our Vision 

Greater Glassboro Group Officers 201 0-2011 

President ......................................................................... Darla Cassidy 
Vice President .................................................. Chan non Armstrong 
Secretary ............................................................ Victoria Schodowski 
Treasurer ........................................................................ Bernice Willis 
Treasurer for Save Our Station (SOS) & 
Chestnut Ridge Centennial (CRC) .................... Carmen Johnson 
Membership Chair .................................................... Janet Atkinson 
Preservation Chair ......................................................... Diana Pierce 
Grants Director .................................................. Mary Lee Donahue 
Civic & History Chair .................................................. Robert Tucker 
Newsletter Editor ........................................................... Sue Stewart 
Publicity Co-chairs .................... Lucile Pfleeger/EIIata De Berry 
Co-chairs of Chestnut Ridge 
Centennial (CRC] ................................................ Mary Lee Donahue 

Lucile Pfleeger & Dennis Fotia 

Our Mission ... 

for 2010 is to improve the quality of Glass
boro life through the following objectives: Build 
pride in our community by supporting efforts 
to enhance knowledge and awareness of our 
communal histories; improve the appearance 
and function of our physical and architectural 
heritage by supporting efforts to preserve and 
restore what remains; work for the continua
tion of historic patterns now established (like 
the tree-lined streets); and to improve the 
quality of Glassboro life by encouraging good 
civic management of all resources, whether 
physical, financial, natural, or human. 

Meetings: Third Tuesday- 7 PM 
NOVEMBER 16th-DECEMBER 10th-JANUARY 18th 

Glassboro Publlc Library Conference Room 
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Volume 7 Issue 1 

Group 
Working Toward Preserving Our Community's Heritage1 Architecture and Pride 

Glassboro in the 1930's -
A Story about 37 North Academy Street 

by George H Armstrong and Sisters 

@n 1929, the Harry and 
Alice Armstrong family moved 
to 37 North Academy. They had 
five daughters: Mary, Alice, 
Barbara, Helen and Grace. The 
property was owned by Edward 
J. Hawkins who had a shoe 
repair shop on the property. The 
great depression was at its peak 
and many people were 
unemployed or had little work. 
Harry, our father, was a mason, 
who laid bricks and blocks and 
plastered walls in homes. Just 
prior to moving there, Dad buih 
an addition on the rear of the 
home to create a dining room 
and two bedrooms. Due to the 
times, the Armstrong family had 
lost their house on College 
A venue and rented the house on 
Academy for $25.00 a month. 
Mr. Hawkins lived in and had his 

shoe repair shop in what is now the 
garage to the right of the house. At 
that time, the building stood in front 
of the house and was later moved to 

its present location. The Armstrong 
family lived in the home until 1939. 
During this time, Barbara "Bobby" 
Armstrong (Andrews) was a young 
child and worked for Mr. Hawkins. 
Her sisters and other neighborhood 
children played jacks on the front 
porch and sidewalk of the business. 
It became a place where children 

'•j 

... continued on page 5 ::ci 

A.dvooaey Work• ~~ 
Thanks to the and faced with an 
advocacy of Greater 
Glassboro Group, an 
ugly noisy eyesore on 
Rowan University 
property is being 
enclosed, insulated, 

attractive brick that 
matches other 
university buildings. 

Chestnut Ridge t~ 
residents, who live just :·J 

a block or two from ;8 

When members 
Dennis F otia, Julia 
Larson, and other 

: ~_,) 

the western edge of :~1 
!?.1 

South Campus, ;;~ 

noticed trees being HI 
~ ~ ~ 
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I love long night go \-\oTIS or 'night dresses', as Great Aunt 
Ella used to call then1. I cuddle up in then1 and wrap the skirt 
about my feet after I climb into bed. I wonder, at times, when I 
gather the skirt into my hands and climb the stairs, about the 
wotnen who climbed the stairs before n1e. What were they like? 

Last summer, I began tearing out the old and replacing \.vith 
the ne\v. I had the tiled acoustical ceiling, that had been the rage 
during the late 1950's-early l960~s, tom out The original plas
ter ceiling, bac.ked with horse hair, \vas revealed. I was attetnpt
ing to renovate my hon1e to resemble its forn1er 100 year old 
self, ""·hen I was rudely interrupted in September with the be
ginning of school. 

Throughout the years, I have not touched the attic. It has old 
paper on the walls, a thread bare rug and painted wood work, 
plus a gate across the stairs. I thought of revan1ping it for a sew
ing rootn or a place for the children to play, but it is too cold in 
the winter and too hot in the sutnn1er. I found remnants of a bell 
cord that runs do\\'11 the stairwell of the attic into the stairwell of 
the basement For the reasons I have mentioned, I believe some
one once lived up there--son1eone who was not well and needed 
to be cared for. 

I treasure the fireplace because it is so lovely. I believed it 
was tnade of tnarble, but it is n1ade of slate and finished in an 
intricate faux finish that remains stylish to this day. It is the 
tnainstay of the house and dictates the aesthetics to ·be followed 
for the house to remain in vogue. 

Our Carpenter Gothic house was built by l\11rs. Anna 
Mitchell. It originally consisted of an attic, 3 gables, 2 floors 
with 2 rooms each, a basement, two chimneys, a fireplace in 
each room, and rare pumpkin pine floors. When her son, Paul, 
married his wife, Marie, the back of the house was added during 
the difficult financial era of the 1930's-early 1940's. The addi
tion doubled the size of the house and included a bathroon1, but 
did not include an attic or basement. 

At last, in January, I was able to return to n1y project of re
furbishing n1y hon1e. As I washed and scraped the sizing off the 
walls of my small upstairs hall, I was surprised to find remnants 
of the past still in existence. The ren1oval of the wallpaper re
vealed not only a little of my oVvn history, but also that of the 
ladies before me. Underneath the paper, previous wall coverings 
were hidden within the cracks and behind backings of the door 
bell plate and the comer bead. Stains surrounded the trim and 
nicks on the \voodwork and doors revealed the technique used 
to paint the wooden n1oldings to create the faux high fashion of 
the era. 

These bits and pieces have risen fron1 the past and are able 
to reveal a little of the times and personalities of the women 
who lived here. I consider them fashionable, strong and ambi
tious. I like to think that I am not unlike them 



116 3 Annual Fundraiser Garden 
Party will greatly miss Edna's 

donation of beautiful cakes ••• " 

Van Powley 
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Edna S. Klein 
1939·%009 

Greater Glassboro Group dedicates this newsletter in 
loving memory to Edna S. Klein (nee Atkinson). Born and 
raised in Glassboro, she was a lifelong resident. She was a 
member of G3. G3's Annual Fundraiser Garden Party will 
greatly miss Edna's donation of beautiful cakes - so 
carefully decorated with an assortment of flowers and her 
strawberry cakes which filled the house with an aroma of 
fresh strawberries. She was an intricate part of her family, 
who, along with her many friends, will miss her greatly. 

Glassboro's Like Bala CynWyd? 
WboKne~ 

by Lucile Pfleeger 

Speaking to 120 history en
thusiasts at the kickoff for the 
Chestnut Ridge Centennial, 
soil scientist Van Powley ex
plained the "seismic events" 
that created the elevated ridge 
of land where the Glassboro 
neighborhood was developed 
some 100 years ago. 

''Now, this didn't hap
pen just last year," he teased 
the audience gathered at 
Rowan University on Satur
day, "or even the year before." 
Sometime after the last ice 
age, glaciers falling off the 
Appalachian Mountains in 
what is now western Pennsyl-

vania deposited a layer of 
sediment 60 miles wide and 
approximately 200 feet deep 
from the area near City Line 
Avenue in Philadelphia to sea 
leve 1 at Atlantic City, creating 
the 120-foot high "ridge" in 
Glassboro. 

Powley, a Glassboro 
resident who is retired from 
the U.S. Department of Agri
cuhure Soil Conservation Ser
vice, eschewed the slick 
Power Point presentations of 
typical academic symposia 
Instead, he invited the audi
ence to hold up single sheets 
of paper to illustrate layers of 

... continued on page 4 
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Glassboro's Like Bala Cynwyd ... continuedfrompage 3 

soil sedimentation. At one point, he picked up a scissors and cut off 
about 3 inches. 

"That's what happened when the Delaware River formed,'' 
he said, explaining that subsequent events - "probably an 
earthquake" - created the Delaware River when the Hudson River 
changed course and headed south at New York Harbor, separating 
New Jersey from Pennsylvania. 

Powley was joined at the podium by four speakers who 
traced more recent Glassboro history. Esther DeEugenio, former 
president of the Glassboro Historic Society, discussed the area's 
earliest human inhabitants, from the Lenne Lenape tribes who 
settled on the fringes of the Ridge to the first European explorers of 
New Sweden. 

Marilyn Plasket, a trustee of the Heritage Glass Museum, 
displayed artifacts from the 18th and 19th century glassmaking 
industry, including reproductions of the E.J. Booze Distillery's 
famous "Booze" bottles, created in the shape of a log cabin for 
President William Henry Harrison. Chestnut Ridge resident Dennis 
Fotia, who co-chairs the centennial celebration, presented a visual 
survey of the neighborhood's architecture, which includes more 
than 400 homes built in three different phases from 1910 through 
the 1920s and the 50s. Using clues taken from varying styles of 
foundation material and decorative trim, Fotia was able to date and 
classify many of the older homes and show similarities to 
neighborhoods in other towns. 

"Just like Cape May, Glassboro has a 'rainbow row,' " he 
noted, as an evenly lined row of pastel-painted houses filled a wall
mounted screen. Developed by the Pennsylvania Railroad 
Company, the neighborhood also bears similarities to Philadelphia 
Main Line neighborhoods built by railroad investors during the 
same period. 

Local author and educator Robert Tucker discussed parallel 
development of Lipkin Estates in the Elsmere section just south of 
Chestnut Ridge. 

Four other events are planned to celebrate the centennial, 
including a "Block(s) Party" on May 31, 2010 following 
Glassboro's annual Memorial Day parade, house and garden tours 
on September 11, 2010 and a fall concert of music from the three 
phases of development. 

On Saturday, April 17, 2010, the centennial committee will 
host a neighborhood yard sale on the grounds of the First 
Presbyterian Church, 300 University Blvd., to raise funds for the 
block party. Donations will be accepted at the church prior to the 
event. Centennial souvenirs will also be available. 

For more information, visit www.chestnutridgecentennial.com. 



nMr. Somers and Mr. Hawkins 

refinished wooden canoes for 

Miles Gilman of Lake Gilman.,. 
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Glassboro in the 1930's ... continuedfrompagel 

gathered after fmishing the day at Academy Street School. 
Bobby helped in the business, ran errands and did many odd jobs 
for Mr. Hawkins. She did his food shopping at the A & P store 
on High Street and was paid two cents for the work. She was 
paid twelve cents for taking a wagon to the Costello Coal and 
Lumber Yard on South Main Street and brought a one hundred 
pound bag of coal back to the shop. Bobby occasionally cooked 
dinner for Mr. Hawkins. She also cleaned the shop for twenty
five cents. Mr. Hawkins purchased a used Franklin automobile 
and rebuilt the engine. Bobby helped with the work by carrying 
pistons to the gas station at the comer of High and Academy 
Streets (present site of Glassboro Fire Department) to be 
machined. She also cleaned the interior of the car. When the 
project was completed, Mr. Hawkins drove her to the "deer 
woods" near Batsto and toured the area as a treat for helping 
with the project. 

On Friday evenings, Mr. Frank Somers sometimes 
visited Mr. Hawkins for dinner. Mr. Hawkins had a small table 
that was attached to the wall and lowered for use. He had a 
similar arrangement for his bed. Mr. Somers was a local man 
who sometimes went door to door in Glassboro and sharpened 
knives for homeowners. Mr. Somers and Mr. Hawkins refmished 
wooden canoes for Miles Gilman of Lake Gilman. Their work 
was done at the side of the shop. Mr. Hawkins was very fond of 
the Lake Gilman area and spent many happy hours there. 

Bobby said that Mr. Hawkins had a gasoline engine in 
the rear of the shop which powered his tools. The engine was 
located at the right rear and the drive extended into the shop 
where the various tools were placed in a line. He had a clock in 
the shop that had all of the numbers covered. He said that one 
did not need to see the numbers but should tell time by the 
position ofthe hands. He would make string for shoe repair by 
:fwst pulling the string through a block of wax and then rubbing 
the string on his trouser leg. He repeated this method until 
enough wax was rubbed into the string. While repairing shoes, 
he would say or sing, "I Wonder Who's Kissing Her Now?" 

... continued on page 6 

Advocacy Works ... (continued.frompage J) 

cleared along Girard Road, saw lots of Atlantic City Electric construction just across the railroad 
tracks, and soon began to hear loud noises, G3 organized a letter-writing campaign to the University 
and to Borough Hall in order to restore peace and quiet as well as attractive vistas to their 
neighborhood. Borough Administrator Joe Brigandi, Jr. investigated the matter and met with 

·University officials to correct the problem. 
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GLASSBORO IN THE 1930'S ... continued.frompage 5 

Mr. Hawkins had several nicknames for Bobby. They were Pandora, 
because when she was in the shop something always went wrong; 
Money Grubber, because when he wanted her to run an errand, she 
would always say "give me the money"; and Apple Cheeks, because 
she had fat rosy cheeks in the winter. 

Alice "Sis" Armstrong (Tunis) said that she went to Mr. 
Haw kin's shop to read his paper on many afternoons. He always called 
her "Duchess" because she never wanted to get her hands dirty. Later, 
when Sis was in the U.S. Army Nurses Corp, she was stationed at 
Halleran General Hospital on Long Island. Mr. Hawkins traveled to see 
her by bus from Glassboro. He had dinner with her at the Officer's 
Club and retuned that evening. He said he just wanted to see her and 
know how she was doing. The combined bus, ferry and bus ride was 
about 5 hours one-way! Sis said other memories ofthe home were the 
Christmas trees in the living room, and that only the first floor had heat. 
She and her sisters would heat bricks in the frreplace, wrap them in 
cloth and take them to bed. 

Helen Armstrong (Winans) said that many times Mr. Hawkins 
gave her and her sister, Bobby, ten cents to go to the Saturday matinee 
movies on High Street. When they returned, he always asked them if 
they cried in the movie. If they said yes, then he said ''you enjoyed it." 
Helen remembers one of the Christmas mornings in the 19~0's when 
our Mother had several do lis for each of her daughters. They were 
used, but Mom cleaned them and ironed all of their clothes. It was a 
happy and exciting morning for all of the girls. 

Years later, Mr. Hawkins moved his shop to Franklinville 
where Bobby and her husband, Larry Andrews, visited him. In his last 
years, Mr. Hawkins was in a nursing home in Woodbury. Our sister, 
Mary Armstrong (Buck), was a nurse working at the hospital and 
visited him several times. On one of these occasions, she asked if he 
wanted anything and he said that he would love to have a lemon 
meringue pie. Before she could return with it, he passed away. Mr. 
Hawkins was a member of St. Thomas Church in Glassboro. Because 
of his kindness to our family, Mary places flowers on the ahar each 
Palm Sunday in memory of Mr. Hawkins. 

This story is a small part of Glassboro in the 1930's and 
depicts a time of struggle for families that existed across America -- a 
time when those that had little were willing to share with others. It was 
a time just before World War II. 

A postscript to the story is a bittersweet experience of family 
loss and gain. While playing jacks on Mr. Hawkins' front porch, our 
sister Grace was called by children to cross Academy Street. While 
crossing the street, she was struck by a car. A few months later, she 
died from complications caused by the injuries. Seven months later, a 
boy, George H. Armstrong, was born to the Harry and Alice Armstrong 
family. 

·-\ 
; 
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To Become a Corporate Member or 
Major Contributor 

CorPorate Members 

Raymond Groff 
Groff's Mill Pond Nursery 

Major Contributors 

Lucile Pfleeger 

Dr Don Farish &. Dr Tom Gallia 
(Rowan University) 

Maia Farish 

WE COM 

Denis Fotia 

Nick Micho 

Contact 
Darla Cassidy 

President 
(856) 88J-JJJ2 

Mary Lee Donahue 
Grant Director 
(856) 881-4345 

.Janet Atkinson 
Membership Chair 
(856) 582-2106 

*Checks to support Greater Glassboro Group are made out to: Greater Glassboro Group 

*Checks for Save Our Station are made out to: Greater Glassboro Group SOS 

*Checks for Chestnut Ridge Centennial are made out to: Greater Glassboro Group CRC 

------------------
WE INVITE YOU TO JOIN OUR GROUP 

Please enroll me as an annual member: 
Individual ($25) 
Family ($30) 
Business ($50) 
Corporate ($100) 

I cannot be an active member but would Hke to support G 3
: 

Name: -------------------------------
Phone: -------------------------------
Address: -----------------------------

Signature: -------------------------

Greater Glassboro Group, Inc., is a 501 (c) (3) rum-profit organization in the public interest 
All donations are tax deductible. 
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Membership is open to persons who share our vision 

Greater Glassboro Group Officers 2010-2011 

President ............................................................ Darla Cassidy 
Vice President ......................................... Channon Armstrong 
Secretary ................................................. Victoria Schooowski 
Treasurer ........................................................... Bernice Willis 
Treasurer for Save Our Station (SOS) & 

Chestnut Ridge Centennial (CRC) .......... Carmen Johnson 
Membership Chair .......................................... Janet Atkinson 
Preservation Chair .............................................. Diana Pierce 
Grants Director ........................................ Mary ue Donahue 
Civic & History Chair ..................................... Robert Tucker 
Newsletter Editor .................................................. Sue Stewart 
Publicity Co-Chairs ............... Lucile Pfleeger/EIIata De Berry 
Co-Chairs of Chestnut Ridge 

Centennial (CRC) ............................... Mary ue Donahue 
Lucile Pfteeger & Dennis Fotia 

Our Mission ... 
for 2010 is to improve the quality of Glassboro 

life through the following objectives: Build 

pride in our community by supporting efforts 

to enhance knowledge and awareness of our 

communal histories; improve the appearance 

and function of our physical and architectural 

heritage by supporting efforts to preserve and 

restore what remains; work for the continua

tion of historic patterns now established (like 

the tree-lined streets); and to improve the 

quality of Glassboro life by encouraging good 

civic management of all resources, whether 

physical, financial, natural, or human. 

MEETINGS: Third Tuesday 
Glassboro Public Library Conierence Room 

MARCH 16th- APRIL 20th- MAY 11th 
7:00PM 
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Fall 2009 Volume 6 Issue 2 

CIIESTNUT RIDGE 
NEIG:IIBORHOOD CENTENNIIL IN 2,010 

I n 2010, Glassboro's his
toric Chestnut Ridge 

neighborhood will be 1 00 
years old. You are invited to 
participate in planning a se
ries of events throughout 
the year to celebrate the 
centennial. 

In the early 1900's, develop
ers purchased land west of 
the railroad tracks and be
gan to plan Glassboro's first 
large subdivision on acres 
that had been cleared over 
the previous centuries to 
provide firewood for the 
town's glass furnaces. In 

191 0, fu 11-page advertise
ments appeared in Ph iladel
phia newspapers touting 
building lots for large, multi
story homes on "The Chest
nut Ridge" in Glassboro. 
South Jersey's newest sub
urban neighborhood was 
conveniently located within 
walking distance of the 
West Jersey and Seashore 
Railroad Station with trains 
serving Philadelphia daily. 
Subsequent development in 
the 1920's and 1950's 
added to the architectural 
variety and diversity of the 
32-block neighborhood, but 

''SAVE OUR STATION" UPDATE 

Wonderful progress is being made! You may 
have noticed some activity at the train station. 
We have a new tarp for the roof and have held 
two fundraiser yard sales on site last spring. 
Grant applications are in place and awaiting 

most of the original homes 
are still in use today. 

To commemorate the 1 OOth 
anniversary of the Ridge, 
Greater Glassboro Group is 
sponsoring the formation of 
a steering committee to plan 
and execute a year-long se
ries of events. Several kinds 
of events have already been 
suggested to appeal to vari
ous ages and interests in
cluding house and garden 
tours; a 4th of July picnic 
with free games and activi
ties for children; essay and 

..... continued on Page 7 

final approval as we continue to raise money for the renovation of our beloved train station . 

. . . . . continued on Page 5 
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FROM THE FRES ... 

Fall 

0 n or about September 23rd, the Earth reaches a place in its orbit where neither the North nor 
South Pole leans more toward the sun. On this day, the Northern Hemisphere passes into 

Fall. It is called the Autumnal Equinox, when the hemispheres receive equal amounts of sunlight. 
Even if we do not know why scientifically that Fall is upon the horizon, we may notice that the 
sunlight is a little different and time in the sun is shorter. For the Glassboro citizenry, Fall officially 

arrives when the University students have returned from 
summer break. 

This Fall of 2009, the students returned to school 
and were welcomed by new dorms. Those who traverse 
through town along Highway 322 and pass the dorms are 
newly welcomed by what is known in Mt. Horeb, Wiscon
sin as a "Roundabout." In Mt. Horeb, the purpose of a 
"Roundabout" is to slow the traffic and at the same time 
make a colorful display of carefully chosen wild flowers to 
greet the passerby. Lush plantings and happy colors 
(yellow Black-eyed Susans, sunny Coneflowers, restful 
blue Russian Sages, deep, dark bluish purple Speedwells 
and the ornamental grasses of green, red and brown, 
which gracefully follow the tune of the breeze) are artfully 
placed in the center of the "Roundabout." These gardens 
create a calliope of color that makes a "joyful noise" and 
lifts the spirit. 

Along with the "Roundabout," Glassboro has cre
ated other spots where gardens of colorful flowers could 
be planted. At the point where Highway 322 makes a 
right turn (in front of the Intermediate School) is a little 

island where a garden of colorful flowers could be displayed. Also, where Highway 322 makes a 
left turn (at the corner of High Street and Highway 322), next to the location of the old Wicker 
Store, would create a rest for the eye. 

Mt. Horeb owns a water truck with a hose and shower-type head attached. Bridgeton, NJ 
has a similar one. Once or twice a week, this Highway Department truck makes it way along the 
main streets to deliver water to plants hanging from lamp poles and to the gardens contained in 
their many "Roundabouts." 

One day, perhaps, our town fathers and citizenry will recognize the importance of such a 
task. Just as the shadows growing longer and the days growing shorter are an indicator that Fall 
is fast approaching, a person's appearance may be an indicator of how he/she feels about him

self/herself. Perhaps colorful splashes of flowers interlaced through a town are indicators of how 
a town feels about itself. ..JJarla Cassidy 
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"GALLERY OF GREATER GLASSBORO" 
CALENDARS 
SUPPORT 
A STUDENT 
SCHOLARSHIP 

A s an artistic way to 
showcase our commu

nity, this third in a series, 16-
month A GALLERY OF 

GREATER GLASSBORO CAL
ENDAR utilizes striking black and white 

photography and anecdotal write-ups for 
each month, highlighting a different place of 

interest or community event. This year's Septem
ber 2009 - December 201 0 calendar includes the follow

ing places, such as: Rowan's High Street Art Gallery, Let's Dance 
Studio, Glassboro's Boys & Girls Club, Heritage Winery and Carolina Blue Restaurant. The 
Glassboro Annual Memorial Day Parade event is also featured. 

The G3 group even makes a debut appearance as they hold a meeting at Progressive Coffee 
House, featured for the month of April! The photo, taken by designer, photographer, and G3 

member Randi Wolf, shows members Channen Armstrong, Carmen Johnson, Lucile Pfleeger, 
Janet Atkinson, Darla Cassidy, and Diana Pierce (who claims she was the only one nimble 
enough to get her legs under the coffee table!). 

As a way to give back to the community, 100% of the profits from the sales of the calendar will 
be donated for a scholarship awarded to a Glassboro High School student who exhibits exem
plary service to the community. The scholarship will be presented at the June 2010 Glassboro 
High School's Senior Class Night. "This project supports my three passions ... art, education 

and service to our community," said creator Randi Wolf. 

The calendar, which has won several national and international awards for its design and crea
tive achievement in photography, sells for only $5.00. "I wanted to make it affordable to every 
one, so they can consider the low price as simply a donation to the scholarship," said Wolf. Cal
endars are available at community events, such as Glassboro's Unity Day. These attractive cal
endars can also be purchased at the following local businesses: Bellia's Copy Center, GCF 
Bank, Flowers By Design, Progressive Coffee House, Nick's Pizza, Waterline Auto Spa, A 
Touch of Ireland, Lori's Loft and more, or directly through Randi Wolf. 

For more information, contact Randi at 856-582-8181 or email randi@randiwolfdesign.com. • 
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THE SPIRITS OF STATE & ACADEMY: 

r.t-toST STOf<..\ 6S 
r. LASS~ORD '-1 *'-
'-1 l-t6 CAM'PFI'R-6 
TOL-'D ''ROlAND T 

"Tales of Old Glassboro," our annual historic 
ghost tour, has a new format this year. In
stead of a walking tour through Glassboro's 
oldest neighborhood - centered on the five
point intersection of Academy, State, and 
New Streets - this year's re-telling· of Glass-
boro's friendly ghost stories will be held camp
fire-style on the lawn of Alvin Shpeen Hall, the 

former Academy Street School on North Acad
emy Street, one block north of High Street. 

Bring the family and join us for "campfire" stories 
of historic Glassboro ghosts told by a master story

teller on Saturday night, October 171
h, at 6:30 PM. 

Grab a blanket or lawn chairs and settle down to learn 
about Glassboro history through the lives (and deaths) 

of our historic ancestors. 

Suggested donation: 
Adults -$5 
Children over 6 years - $3 

Parking available behind Shpeen Hall, 
at the Glassboro Public Library, or 
on the street 

All profits benefit history projects of d 

*Note: The ''campfire" is a battery-powered 
fake. No need to worry, parents! 
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"SAVE OUR STATION" ... continued from Page 1 

Our next fundraiser is a fun-filled community dinner being held Saturday, November 7, 2009 at the 
VFW Hall with delicious food, great entertainment, and lots of opportunities to meet your neighbors 
and learn about your station. Please see flyer on Page 6 for details. 

We are looking for volunteers as well as attendees. We desperately need donations of homemade 
desserts and gift items for a basket auction. 

Can you help? 

Please contact Diana Pierce at diana@wecom.com or 856-881-3886 or 856-718-0265 
for tickets or with your donation 

See you therel 

JOIN US FOR THE 6 3 CHRISTMAS PARTY- TUESDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2009 AT 7 PM 

Masso's (Captain's Room). For more information, call Bernice Willis, 
856.881.2449 

To Become a Corporate Member or Major Contributor 
CORPORATE MEMBERS CONTACT: 

Raymond Groff 
Groff's Mill Pond Nursery 

MAJOR CONTRIBUTORS 
Lucile Pfleeger 
Dr Tom Gallia, Rowan University 
WE COM 

Darla Cassidy, President 
(856) 881-7237 

Mary Lee Donahue, Grant Director 
(856) 881-4345 

Janet Atkinson, Membership Chair 
(856) 582-2106 

------------------WE INVITE YOU TO JOIN OUR GROUP 

Please enroll me as an annual member: 

Individual 
Family 
Business 
Corporate 

($20) 
($25) -
($50) -
($100)-

I cannot be an active member but would like 
to support Ga: ______________ __ 

Name: 
Phone: ____________________ __ 

Address: --------------------

Signature: ______________________ _ 

Greater Glassboro Group, Inc., is a 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization in the public interest. 

------------------
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All proceeds will help to support the Save our Station 
Program to raise funds to renovate 

The Glassboro Historic Train. 

Wassbo~ 
Historic Preservation 

Commission 

Community 

FUND ISER 
Cai:ered by: Elaine Foaarino of Planei: Hoaaie 

Liwe Music by: llick Frankunas 

DATE: 
TIME: 
PLACE: 

November 7, 2009 
7 PM -11 PM 
Glassboro VFW Hall 
Corner of Sewell & Wilmer Streets 
$30 per person/cash bar 

Tickets are available at the Glassboro Economic Development office 
or call 856-881-0500 for more information 

( 
~· 
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CHESTNUT RIDGE CENTENNIAL ... continued from Page 1 

art contests for students in borough schools; a memorabilia display and concert of music from 
1910, the 1920s, and the 1950s; a gala dinner dance; and a holiday decor competition. All prof
its from the events would benefit the restoration of the train station, which made the neighbor
hood a success. 

Please offer your suggestions and join us in planning an exciting year. For more information, 
contact one of the G3 members listed below: 

Lucile Pfleeger 
856-256-2595/lhpfleeger@aol.com 

Mary Lee Donahue 
856-881-4345/ mrylmryl@aol.com 

Garden Party 2.009 
It was a perfect day for a stroll in the garden. A crisp breeze blew and the air caused one's cheeks 
to tingle. Inside, hot coffee brewed. The scent of strawberries permeated the air and the gentle 

L to R: Ellata 
De Berry, Bob and 

Jenny Bates 

Melodious 
flute music was 
rendered by Linda 
Richardson, as she has 

sound of a flute greeted guests upon their arrival. All the guests, who 
provided light and friendly conversation, enjoyed tea sandwiches, 

fruits and festive desserts. 

The guests wore pretty dresses, fashionable suits and large hats. 
Everyone enjoyed their stroll though the garden and asked our 

hostess about many of the plants growing there. Comments 
were made to husbands to replicate the garden at their 

home. The lawn was manicured by Groff's Nursery. 
All guests received various herbal plants, courtesy 

of Janet Atkinson. 
L toR: Carmen 
Johnson, Darla 
Cassidy, Channon 
Armstrong and 
Randi Wolf 

done in the past. Cakes, artfully 
decorated and baked by Edna Klein, Garden Fairy 

duplicated flowers from the garden and pro-
vided the fresh sweet fragrance of a strawberry field. 
The cakes were too beautiful to cut. The contribution of all 
who attended made the garden party a joyous occasion. 

The gloom of the world is best in shadows; 
behind it yet, within our reach, is joy, 

Take joy. 
Fra Giovanni 

A.D.l513 
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Membership is open to persons who share our vision 

Greater Glassboro Group Officers 2009-2010 

President. ............................... Darla Cassidy 

Vice President. ....................... Chan non Armstrong 

Secretary ............................... Victoria Schodowski 

Treasurer ............................... Bernice Willis 

Membership Chair ................. Janet Atkinson 

Preservation Chair ................. Diana Pierce 

Unity Day Chair ...................... Carmen Johnson 

Publicity Chair ........................ Lucile Pfleeger 

Grants Director ..................... Mary Lee Donahue 

Civic & History Acting Chair ... Robert Tucker 

Glassboro Calendar Chair ..... Randi Wolf 

Newsletter Editor ................... Sue Stewart 

Our Mission ... 

for 2009 is to improve the quality of Glassboro 
life through the following objectives: Build pride 
in our community by supporting efforts to en
hance knowledge and awareness of our commu
nal histories,· improve the appearance and func
tion of our physical and architectural heritage by 
supporting efforts to preserve and restore what 
remains,· work for the continuation of historic pat
terns now established (like the tree-lined streets),· 
and to improve the quality of Glassboro life by 
encouraging good civic management of all re
sources, whether physical, financial, natural, or 
human. 

MEETINGS: Third Tuesday 
Glassboro Public Library Conference Room 
OCTOBER 20th-NOVEMBER 17th_ DECEMBER 15TH 

7:00PM 
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Spring 2009 Volume 6 Issue 1 

VETERANS' MONUMENT 
· By Marilyn Plasket 

While teaching in Bowe School, I took 
Doris Neff's 5th grade students to the 

Veterans' Monument, between the Glass Mu
seum and the Fire House, because the stu
dents were studying U.S. History. The stu
dents were quick to notice there were no Civil 
War causalities listed. They had learned other
wise in their classroom. I told them that the 
Glassboro Area suffered about 20 casualties 
seven of whom were returned to this area for 
burial and the rest buried on the field of valor. 

When I realized this was so important to 
the boys and girls, I sent a list to then Mayor 
Alvin Spheen, who passed it on to the Veter
ans of Foreign Wars and the American Legion 
for their input. They felt the Civil War deserved 
a separate monument. 

Recently, Howard Gant of the VFW and 
I ended up on the same History Committee at 
our church. He concurred that in this economic 
time, a new monument wasn't going to be fea
sible. I approached Mayor Leo Me Cabe and 
the Glassboro Council. They sent a "go ahead" 
letter if I could find the money. I did! I con
tacted the engraver, Jeanne Griscom of Tri
County Memorial, who had done the original 
work. She added the list of 23 names. Her 
work matched beautifully. (The $300 deposit 
was sent by me - the remainder $1 000 by the 
two service organizations . 

. . . . . continued on Page 6 

FRANKLIN HOUSE 
By Lucile Pjleeger 

C itizens of Glassboro, including G3 mem
bers, tried desperately to save the Frank

lin House (the 18th Century inn at Main Street 
and US 322) because of its historic value. 

But, for G3 member, Janet Davis Atkin
son, it was her family home that was being 
destroyed. 

Janet was born in 1943 and lived in the 
Franklin House until she married~· 

Janet's grandfather, William Franklin 
Davis, purchased the Inn in 1907 and named 
it the "Franklin House." 

Janet's parents were Franklin William 
Davis and Mildred Lloyd Davis. She had an 
older brother, Franklin William, Jr., and two 
older sisters ne 193 and Celia 1940 . 

FRANKLIN HOUSE after its three-window addition was 
made on the right side in 1908-09. Photo circa 1950 

..... continued on Page 3 
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The death knells have tolled, the structures that once defined the town have been dismantled 
and swept away by men and laid to rest. The Glassboro of a rural and industrial town is all 

but gone. In its place are great tall walls of what are to be student housing and townhouses for 
staff working at the University. For one who yearns for rural open space, the walls feel like a great 
canyon. 

I came from a farm near a little village 40 miles east of St. Louis. When my husband and I 
moved to Glassboro I felt I had moved into the city. My friend, from Philadelphia felt she lived in 
the middle of the country. She was upset when her daughter helped herself to green beans that 
were sitting on my back porch waiting to be canned. My friend had never seen a raw green bean 
before, let alone eaten one. Now we laugh whole-heartedly at the incident and still marvel at how 
different our perspectives are about living in and near Glassboro. 

Residents now live away from the center of town. They live on former farm land or orchard 
groves that were developed by developers. If asked where the center of town is, a great number 

... .-~)-~\ 
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Photo from files of Marilyn Plaskett 

of them will not know the answer. So, I wonder: what post 
office do they use, do they ever need to go to Borough 
Hall, the Police Station, or Traffic Court? Their drive to 
work more likely than not, will not take them through the 
center of town. They may be hindered by th~ traffic on 
Route 322 when classes at Rowan University are dis
missed or Delsea Drive at rush hour. But other than that 
each little development is its own little village separated by 
roads that do not readily unite a community. 

In 2010, not many distant months from now, the de
velopment called Chestnut Ridge Estates will be able to 
celebrate its 1 OOth anniversary. It can be said that Univer
sity Boulevard is a crown jewel of the era. It is a beautiful 
sight with its wide street, allee of Eastern White Pines and 
American Empire homes that the add grace and charm of 
an age passed. It is no longer center stage as it once was. 
It was such a popular destination that a Special Saturday 
afternoon train on May 28, 1910 carried residents from 
Bridgeton and picked up passengers on its way in Elmer 
to see the Estates. People had to sign up in advance and 
allowed on the train by invitation only, no children allowed. 

It is not a new thing for folks of Glassboro to give 
up their historic places as well as of themselves to make 
room for students. In 1917, the residents of Glassboro first 
gave out of what they didn't have in order to have an insti
tution of higher learning. It has continued to give of itself 

over the generations. According to an article, written by Edward H. Walton in the Enterprise dated 

..... continued on Page 7 
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FRANKLIN HOUSE ... .. continued from Page 1 

The Franklin House was a family home, with their own suites, in addition to the twenty-two 
guest rooms. An aunt, Ethlyn Davis, a teacher in Bridgeton, had her own suite in the Franklin 
House. Also, Great-Great Aunt Jennie, who suffered from arthritis, lived there, too. Janet and 
her sisters carried food to her room when she could no longer navigate the stairs. 

Janet reports that the Franklin House was a wonderful place in which to grow up. They 
had a horse, "Sugar," dog pens, pasture for sheep and goats, and thriving vegetable and 
flower gardens. 

The Davis children attended Academy Street School from grades K-8 and Glassboro 
High School, across Delsea Drive, both close by. They attended St. Thomas Episcopal Church 
next door. 

The children had lots of room to play, especially in the large dining room. For after 
school dances and other special events, they invited friends for parties in their big home. Janet 
remembers a "Jiffy Hot Dog Maker" which was a "hit" at their parties. 

Their mother sponsored meetings for her friends where special guests gave demonstra
tions and instruction on skills such as caning, sewing, crafts, etc .. 

The girls had allowances, and they also were able to earn more money by helping in 
the operation of the Inn. For instance, there were cooks and chambermaids, some who did not 
work on Sundays. So, the sisters made beds, carried supplies from the basement, such as toi-
let paper, and cleaned rooms. ·, 

They also assisted in the serving of food. The Lions and Rotary met there on Tuesday 
and Thursday nights. The Glassboro State College Faculty Association held dinner meetings 
and parties there. 

The Wednesday Club (Glassboro's Women's Club), the Glassboro State College Fac
ulty Wives, and other groups, held luncheon meetings there. 

In 1958, Celia, and her husband, Ernest Risner, took over the management of the Inn. 
Glassboro residents remember fondly those "Shrimp Nights." 

Guests of the Franklin Inn included young single men, such as Owen's Illinois employ
ees, truck drivers, businessmen, etc .. 

Dr. Harold Benjamin, a visiting distinguished Professor at Glassboro State College, re
sided in the Franklin House fulltime. He frequently invited friends to dinner parties at the Inn. 

The Risners moved to Ohio in the mid-seventies. 
All the Davis children were grown, pursuing their own careers and raising their children 

in their own homes. Janet's mother sold the Franklin House to five doctors. The Landmark oc
cupies the site today.• 

d wishes to recognize the Glassboro Mayor, 
Glassboro Council and the Glassboro Historic Commission 

for their efforts 
to save the Chestnut Ridge Train Station. 
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"TALES Of OLDE GLASSBOROUGH" TOUR 

P lans are underway by 
G3's Historic Ghost 

Tour committee for the 5th 
Annual "Tales of Olde 
Glassborough" Walking 
Tour, to be held on Satur-
day, October 3rd, this year. 
The tour covers about six 
blocks and 250 years of 
Glassboro history in 45 min
utes. 

Committee Chairper
son Mary Lee Donahue 
says that the "ghost" theme 
is actually a way of telling 
Glassboro's history to a new 
audience - people who are 
interested in ghost stories 
and in tales of the super-

G3 (i}ontmittee Plans A11nual Fall Ghost Tour 

natural. Many early settlers 
of our town believed in 
ghosts, as did subsequent 
generations throughout the 
four centuries of the town's 
history. 

Each year, tales 
spun by costumed tour 
guide Vicki Schodowski fas
cinate tour patrons, who 
learn how the earthly lives 
of our founders inspired the 
belief that their spirits still 
walk the streets and haunt 
the houses that they built 
here. The tour is not at all 
frightening, as the stories 
tell of friendly, noble, or 
helpful spirits, and it is quite 

suitable for children. 
Visitors to last year's 

tours, conducted on two 
Saturday evenings in late 
October, suggested that at 
least one tour be offered on 
a Saturday afternoon, when 
school children might more 
easily attend. Committee 
members will announce ex
act tour times at a later 
date. 

Mark your calendar 
now to attend "Tales of 
Olde Glassborough" on the 
afternoon or evening of Sat
urday, October 3rd. 

Call 856-881-434~ for more 
information 

Chestnut Ridge Celebrates 100 Years in 2010 
By Mary Lee Donahue 

S hartly after the turn of the last century, officials of the West Jersey and Seashore Railroad 
Company purchased large tracts of property on both sides of the railroad tracks in what was 

at that time the western edge of Glassboro. The property had belonged to the Whitney family, 
and most of it had been cleared to provide firewood for the Whitney Brothers' glass furnaces. 
Chestnut trees were among the most common of the abundant hardwoods on the slightly ele
vated ridge of land, which may have inspired the name of the development. 

Believing that new housing developments would be successful within walking distance of 
the borough's busy train station (which was located at the end of Whitney Avenue, across from 
the old freight depot that still stands today), the company first sold properties along Victoria 
Street just east of the tracks. In 1910, they began to advertise for a major development on the 
west side of the tracks, laying out the streets and beginning to build the first of several handsome 
models that still house families on the Ridge today. 

With amazing prescience, the streets in the development were named after colleges and 
universities - Harvard, Villanova, Swarthmore, Princeton, Colombia, etc. - even though there 
were no plans at the time to bring a state college to Glassboro. The state normal school, later 
called Glassboro State College and now Rowan University, was not founded until nearly a dec
ade later. 

. .... continued on Page 5 
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Chestnut Ridge Celebrates ... continued from Page 4 

The wide main street through the middle of the 32-square-block development, where 
Thomas Whitney had laid out a tree-lined country lane some 50 years before, was called 
University Boulevard. All the original street names are still used today. 

Building lots and housing plans in the Chestnut Ridge development were soon mar
keted to families in Philadelphia and Camden who might be convinced to move to the South 
Jersey suburbs. Although construction was slow during the first ten years or so, after World 
War I, and especially after the opening of the Benjamin Franklin Bridge in 1928, housing 
starts flourished. 

By the 1930's, the many two-, three-, or four-story homes on 60' or 120' foot lots in the 
Chestnut Ridge were the pride of the community. Today, Thomas Whitney's Eastern White 
Pine Trees still shade the quiet, picturesque streets of this handsome neighborhood featuring 
wide porches, stately windows, large airy rooms, and hardwood floors of natural chestnut. 

A steering committee is now being formed to plan a series of events in 2010 to com
memorate the 100th anniversary. Watch your newspaper and the fall issue of this newsletter 
for more information, including dates of neighborhood tours on the Ridge. 

Contact Lucile Pjleeger, d Publicity Chair, (856-256-2595) to volunteer for the celebration 
or to get more information. • 

To Become a Corporate Member or Major Contributor 
CORPORATE MEMBERS 

Raymond Groff 
Groff's Mill Pond Nursery 

MAJOR CONTRIBUTORS 
Lucile Pfleeger 
Dr Tom Gallia, Rowan University 
WE COM 

CoNTACT: Darla Cassidy, President 
(856) 881-7237 

Mary Lee Donahue, Grant Director 
(856) 881-4345 

Janet Atkinson, Membership Chair 
(856) 582-2106 

------------------WE INVITE YOU TO JOIN OUR GROUP 

Please enroll me as an annual member: 

Individual 
Family 
Business 
Corporate 

($20) 
($25) -
($50) -
($100)-

I cannot be an active member but would like 
to support G3: _______ _ 

Name: 
Phone: ___________ _ 

Address: ------------------

Signature: 

Greater Glassboro Group, Inc., is a 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization in the public interest. 

------------------



Veteran's Monument .... continuedfromPage 1 

Dedication was set for Memorial Day 2009. 

Page6 

The population of the Glassboro area was about 2000 during the Civil War, so you know 
that if twenty-three died, it impinged on just about every household. 

Twenty-three is more than our area has lost in any war since. 
Father, son, uncle, nephew, son-in-law- even grandfathers died. Several died by dis

ease, drowning, and disappearance - not just from being shot! 
Union Soldiers from the Glassboro, NJ area, who died serving their country in the Civil 

War (1861-1865), were: 

Soldier's Name Union Arm~ Unit Death Buried 

1. John Armstrong Co. A 7th Reg't NJ lnf Vols 4/3/65 FUMC 
2. Lawrence Elmer Cake Co I 24th NJ Reg't lnf Vols 12/13/62 Trinity 
3. John R. Campbell Co. D 12th Reg't NJ lnf Vols 3/27/63 VA 
4. Elwood Chew Co. K 75th PA lnfVols 4/15/62 
5. Tom Clevenger Co. H 4th Reg't NJ lnf Vols 6/1/64 VA 
6. James Corneal Co. F 12th Reg't NJ lnfVols 1864 
7. Henry Frederick Co. A 9th NJ lnf Vols 6/20/65 Trinity 
8. William Hewitt Co A 3rd Reg't NJ lnfVols 5/8/64 Mantua 
9. James H. Long Co. H 7th Reg't NJ lnf Vols 6/22/64 MIA 
10. Adam Marshall Co. F 12th Reg't NJ lnf Vols 5/3/63 Washington, DC 
11. George McCiearnen Co. D 24 Reg't NJ lnf Vols 12/13/62 KIA 
12. James McCiearnen Co. I 24th Reg't NJ lnf Vols 5/3/63 MIA 
13. Thomas C. McDowell Co. D 48th Reg't NY lnf. Vols 7/10/63 KIA 
14. William H. Newbern Co. A 9th Reg't NJ lnf Vols 6/8/65 FUMC 
15. Charles W. Parker Co. A 7th Reg't NJ lnf Vols 10/12/64 Washington, DC 
16.John A. Peaples Co. G 28th Reg't NJ lnfVol 12/131862 MIA 
17. Malichai Simmerman Co. G 6th NJ lnf Vols 7/26/62 Trinity 
18.Aaron Smith Co. C 7th Reg't NJ lnf Vols 1/11/65 Washington, QC 
19.John H. Smith Co. D 24th Reg't NJ lnf Vols 5/12/64 FUMC 
20. Christian Sterling, Jr Co. H 4th Reg't NJ lnf Vols 5/12/64 
21. Cornelius W. Strang Co. D 24th Reg't NJ lnf Vols 12/22/63 FUMC 
22. Francis A. Wilson Co. H 7th Reg't NJ lnf Vols 5/24/65 
23. William F. Zane Co. A 3rd REg't NJ lnf Vols 5/22/64 

[Compiled by William Skinner, Marilyn Plasket and Howard Gant (Historians) 2008.] 

..... continued on Page 7 
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Veteran'S Monument .... continuedtromPage6 

Malichai Simmerman was a Glassboro resident and is buried under a Military Gravestone 
in Trinity Protestant Churchyard, South Main Street, Glassboro. 

Howard Gant, a VFW member and Glassboro historian, reports that the listing of the sol
diers who died in the Civil War, inscribed on the monument adjacent to the Heritage Glass Mu
seum, will be dedicated in a Memorial Day ceremony following the parade. A Civil War enact
ment will also take place. 

The Pres Says ..... continuedtromPage2 

Wednesday, March 5,1980, a property formerly owned by Ebenezer Whitney and Joseph L. 
Higgens was sold to Demitrious Xenidis after the death of Mrs. Helen Rynhart in 1977. The 
home was to be converted into dormitories for students attending Glassboro State College. 
The structure was located on the Northwest corner of Main Street and West Street, which is 
also known as Route 322. 

Photo c. 1885 - Ebenezer Whitney & 
Joseph L. Higgens property 

- From the files of Marilyn Plaskett 

The Grand Old Dame of the 
Victorian Era, the Methodist 
Episcopal Parsonage on the 
corner of New and Main 
Streets is now a shell of its 
former self due to the dis-

mantling by owners and students who were unaware of the architectural beauty they held in 
their keeping. In 2006, Rowan University purchased an historic treasure of Glassboro's history, 
the Whitney- Capie house built in 1847, 29 West Street. Edward H. Walton wrote in his col
umn in the Glassboro Enterprise, "the prominent Whitney family lived in the home for 116 
years." It is another example of property dismantled because they did not know the historic 
jewel they held in their keeping. What is the cost of sacrificing the gems of our historical past in 
order to completely transform our historic rural - industrial community into an urban setting to 
make room for a fast growing University? What are we teaching students about respect and 
the value of our history about how we came to be a community? Will Rowan Boulevard be
come the transforming Center of Town? Will it come with the trappings that bring and unite all 
the residents of Glassboro far and near to a new and exciting communal meeting place or will 
it remain an on-campus site that the Glassboro residents know little about? How do we find the 
balance between what historical places we save and what we give up to progress? It is not just 
Glassboro that is being trans-formed, it is happening throughout the country. • 



Membership is open to persons who share our vision 

Greater Glassboro Group Officers 2009-2010 

President. ............................... Darla Cassidy 

Vice President. ....................... Chan non Armstrong 

Secretary ............................... Victoria Schodowski 

Treasurer ............................... Bernice Willis 

Membership Chair ................. Janet Atkinson 

Preservation Chair ................. Diana Pierce 

Unity Day Chair ...................... Carmen Johnson 

Publicity Chair. ....................... Lucile Pfleeger 

Grants Director ..................... Mary Lee Donahue 

Civic & History Acting Chair. .. Robert Tucker 

Glassboro Calendar Chair ..... Randi Wolf 

Our Mission ... 

for 2009 is to improve the quality of Glassboro 
life through the following objectives: build pride in 
our community by supporting efforts to enhance 
knowledge and awareness of our communal his
tories/ improve the appearance and function of 
our physical and architectural hentage by sup
porting efforts to preserve and restore what re
mains/ work for the continuation of historic pat
terns now established (like the tree-lined streets} 
to improve the quality of Glassboro life by en
couraging good civic management of all re
sources/ whether physical, financial, natural, or 
human. 

MEETINGS: Third Tuesday 
Glassboro Public Library Conference Room 

MARCH 17TH-APRIL 21th_ MAY 19th_ SEPTEMBER 15th- OCTOBER 2Qnd 

7:00PM 
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