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GGG: Thanks for making time for us, Mayor Wallace, and 
congratulations on your election. You served the borough of 
Glassboro as a councilman prior to your appointment as mayor. 
How long were you on borough council and what responsibilities 
did you have there?

I served on the Borough Council for 4 years. The Borough Council 
is responsible for making the local laws/ordinances for the borough. 
Councilmembers also assist the citizens of Glassboro by connecting 
them to services and resources that would help them resolve issues. 
Prior to serving on Borough Council I sat on the Glassboro Zoning 
Board of Adjustments where my responsibilities, as well as the 
other members of the board, were to inspect and review buildings 
for zoning compliance as well as regulate the rules behind what 
you can build and where you can build in Glassboro. 

GGG: You have a career in health care and a demanding full-
time job. What prompted your foray into politics?

I dedicate my life to helping others. Being a resident of Glassboro 
for 20+ years I wanted to do all that I could to help make Glassboro 
the strongest, most vibrant community for myself, my family and 
all that have made Glassboro their home.

GGG: Tell us more about your family. Before settling in 
Glassboro, you and your wife lived nearby in Washington 
Township, right? Are your children enrolled in Glassboro 
schools?

I grew up in Washington Township. My wife and I settled in 
Glassboro 20+ years ago. We have (3) children. All of our children 
attended Glassboro schools. We have a daughter and a son that are 
Glassboro High School graduates and our youngest son is currently 
a freshman at Glassboro High.

GGG: So why did you move to Glassboro?

I moved to Glassboro because it had all of the qualities of a place 
that I felt would be most suitable to raise a family.

GGG: As you know, Greater Glassboro Group is a civic 
organization dedicated to the quality of life in the borough. One 
of the finest qualities our town can boast is its inclusiveness. 
From the farms and orchards on the outskirts owned by fifth- and 
sixth-generation residents to the big-city bustle of students and 
young professionals in short-term rentals downtown, Glassboro is 
truly a microcosm of American life. What do you like most about 
the borough?

It is the diversity that I love 
the most. As you said from 
farms and orchards, the 
college town atmosphere 
complimented by our ever 
growing downtown. With 
all of the growth we as a 
community are still able to 
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Regular quarterly meetings –
2nd Mondays in May, August,

November and February at 7:00 pm,
Glassboro Public Library.

GUESTS AND NEW MEMBERS
ARE ALWAYS WELCOME!

For more information, call Mary Lee
at 856-881-4345 or visit our website:

www.greaterglassborogroup.org
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Greater Glassboro Group, Inc.,	is	a
civic	and	charitable	organization	
dedicated	to	the	quality	of	life	in	

Glassboro,	New	Jersey.	Founded	in	1987	
and	incorporated	as	a	State	of	New	
Jersey	non-profit	group	in	2001,	G3	
attained	federal	501(c)(3)	status	as
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	 streets);	and

•	to	improve	the	quality	of	Glassboro	life
	 by	encouraging	good	civic	management
	 of	all	resources,	whether	physical,	financial,
	 natural,	or	human.
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maintain that ‘small town’ feel. 
There is a lot of history here 
and the residents of Glassboro 
take great pride in preserving 
that history.

GGG: Is there anything that 
you don’t like or would like to 
see changed?

I would like to see our downtown to continue to grow to include an entertainment 
venue. I am encouraged by the many Glassboro residents that are active in the 
community. I would like to continue to see more individuals take a positive role in the 
community because working together will ensure that Glassboro will continue to thrive. 

GGG: What about the library? Can we look for a new one soon?

The library is an essential part of any community. Literacy is paramount and it is the 
library that is a cornerstone to developing and refining literary skills. 

GGG: Inclusive and integrated since its founding in the early 1700s, Glassboro is a 
community of communities. There are many distinct pockets of ethnicity in town as 
well as student apartment villages and subsidized housing complexes. There are posh 
over-55 developments built on former peach orchards and century-old townhouses 
on tree-lined streets. There’s the university, of course, but there are quiet enclaves of 
longtime residents who rarely interact with the university. What can the borough do 
to foster inclusivity? How would a new library and community center contribute to 
the American ideal of democracy?

We will work to continue to bring retail, restaurants, events, and activities to meet the 
needs of all of our residents as well as continue to provide quality services.

GGG: Is there anything you would like to add?

I thank you for this interviews and look 
forward to working with your organization 
moving forward.

GGG: Thanks for your time! Best wishes 
to you in your new position!

“... I moved to Glassboro because it had all 
of the qualities of a place that I felt would be 

most suitable to raise a family ...”
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Tucker’s work fills an important gap in Glassboro 
history, covering three centuries of African American 
life here. While much has been written about the 
mainstream history of Glassboro — the white settlers, 

the European immigrants, and the glass factory owners — little has been published 
about the people of color who worked the factories and farms, kept the shops, and 
lived in the outlying neighborhoods like Elsmere. Tucker’s family settled here in 
the late 19th C. At age 85, he is an invaluable source of information about this long 
neglected piece of Glassboro history.

Robert Tucker will discuss 
his work and sign copies of 
the book at the Glassboro 
Public Library on Thursday, 
March 28, at 7 pm. Other 
signings and lectures are 
also being planned.

Greater Glassboro Group 

gratefully acknowledges the 

many kind individuals and 

groups whose donations 

enabled publication of

The History of Elsmere.

Special thanks are due to the 

Gloucester County Cultural 

and Heritage Commission, the 

Glassboro Historic Society, 

and Rowan University,

By Timothy Ricci

Dr. Leo J. McCabe, Glassboro’s recently 
retired 17-year mayor, sat down with 
Greater Glassboro Group last fall to reflect 
upon a career that brought him from the 
quiet state of Rhode Island to the rough 
and tumble world of New Jersey politics. 
Speaking from his Glassboro home where 
his big smile lights up the room, Mayor 
McCabe traced his story from birth on 
August 26, 1932, to a chemistry degree 
from the University of Rhode Island, to 
Ohio State University where he earned 
a Ph.D. Taking a position with the oil 
company Conoco, McCabe and his late 
wife Mary lived in Oklahoma for three 
years before the young couple relocated 
to Pennsylvania when he was offered 
a job with Mobil. At the Mobil plant in 
Gloucester County, he met the politically 
influential Glassboro resident Joseph 
Brigandi Sr., who became a close friend. 
The McCabes soon moved to Glassboro 
and Leo’s political career got underway. 

Lifelong, McCabe’s constant companion 
was his late wife Mary to whom he was 
married for 57 years. Together they raised 
two daughters and one son. Both McCabes 
valued public education and dedicated a 
portion of their life together to improving 
education for the children of Glassboro. 
In 1973, McCabe was elected to the 
Board of Education, remaining a board 
member until 1992. On retiring, McCabe 
volunteered with the Glassboro Education 
Foundation, a support group for public 
education.

After the sudden death of Mayor Alvin G. 
Shpeen, the former Superior Court judge 
who served as mayor of Glassboro in his 
own retirement, McCabe decided to accept 
the Democratic nomination for mayor. In 
2002, Dr. Leo J. McCabe officially became 
mayor of the Borough of Glassboro. 

During his tenure Mayor McCabe focused 
on connecting the borough with Rowan 
University, playing a pivotal role in the 

construction of 
Rowan Boulevard. 
He believes that 
with the surge 
in enrollment at 
Rowan University 
and the success 
of the Boulevard 
project, more 
of downtown 
Glassboro will also improve in the coming 
years. “Glassboro can be the quintessential 
college town,” he said, “but not every 
improvement can happen at the same time.” 

Many people shy away from change while 
Mayor McCabe continues to embrace 
it even in his ninth decade. Even today, 
McCabe has learned how to adjust to 
changing circumstances after the passing 
of his late wife Mary two years ago. Mayor 
Leo J. McCabe has applied everything he 
has learned and accomplished in his long 
life to become a great elder statesman for 
the Borough of Glassboro.

Greater Glassboro Group is pleased to announce

The Publication of Member
Robert Tucker’s Book
The History of Elsmere
Published by Archway Press and Available from 
Barnes & Noble or Amazon. 

Former Mayor Leo McCabe Retires
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Membership Form
We Invite You To Join Our Group!

Please enroll me as an Annual Member:
___  Individual — $25
___  Family —  $30
___  Business — $50

I would like to be a: 
___  Contributor — $100
___  Supporter — $200

G3 is a 501(c)(3) organization. Dues and donations may be tax deductible. 

Name(s) _________________________________________________
Address _________________________________________________
City ________________________  State ______ Zip _____________
Telephone (_____) __________________________________________
Email ____________________________________________________ 

Please make check payable to
Greater Glassboro Group, Inc.

and mail with this form to:
Greater Glassboro Group, Inc.

P.O. Box 571
Glassboro, NJ 08028

!

P.O. Box 571  •  Glassboro, NJ 08028

Greater Glassboro Group, Inc.  •  P.O. Box 571  •  Glassboro, New Jersey 08028
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A developer is in negotiations to purchase property in downtown Glassboro near the site of the present library.

(cont’d on page 2)

A New Chapter for our Library
Having completed work on a multi-year renovation of the old railway depot on

Oakwood Avenue, Greater Glassboro Group’s current project is advocacy for a new
Glassboro Public Library. In 2017, a G3 committee headed by lifelong resident and
former school superintendent Nick Mitcho successfully convinced borough council
to appoint a task force to begin work toward that long-deferred goal. At year’s end,
the task force had met with a developer and reviewed three sets of plans previously
proposed for a new library building. Currently, the developer is in negotiations to
purchase property in downtown Glassboro near the site of the present library, which
is to be used for necessary expansion of regional emergency services.

•  Advocacy for a New Library

•  Elsmere History Project

•  Creative Glassboro – New
Arts & Culture Commission
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